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appendix 4
site Map Icons Explained

The site maps contain a series of icons 
which display the considerations which 
should be taken into account before 
submitting a development proposal. The 
icons are intended for developers and 
agents to consider before commencing 
on a design brief for proposed site 
development. Prior to submitting 
a planning application, we strongly 
recommend applicants approach us for 
pre-application discussions. 

Every	site	is	different	and	development	
factors can change over time whether 
it’s a development that has taken place 
adjacent or additional information that 
has come to light, which may have an 
impact on the overall submission. Please 
note that the icons are indicative and 
are not exhaustive. For example a site 
may not show a contaminated land icon, 
but at the planning application stage a 
contaminated land assessment may be 
required because additional information 
has become available since the Local 
Development Plan was published.

The table shows what considerations 
should be taken when an icon appears on 
a site map.  

Icon Meaning 

The Access icon illustrates that consideration should be given to how users will 
access the site from any adjoining roads or paths. This includes access by all modes of 
transport.

Active Travel Plan icon indicates where a planning application may require an 
Active Travel Plan to be submitted as part of the application. Development should 
demonstrate how connections are to be maximised for ease of access to nearby 
towns/village centre, schools, leisure centre, open space and existing paths.

Archaeological Assessment icon highlights that archaeology is either on or 
adjacent to site and that an assessment should be submitted along with the planning 
application and should include suitable mitigation measures

Built Environment icon appears when consideration should be taken over the 
context of the built environment. For example there may be prominent buildings which 
although are not listed, they have value in the context or their surroundings and this 
context should be safeguarded and if possible, enhanced.

Considerations to the nearby Core Path should be made when this icon appears. 
Proposals on these sites should take into account how the development would link up 
with these paths and networks.

Design Document icon highlights where a design brief and access statement or 
masterplan should be submitted as part of the planning application. Pre-application 
discussions will clarify which type of document is required.

Developer Contributions icon illustrates where developments may have to 
provide	financial	support	for	the	needs	of;	education,	affordable	housing,	open	
space, infrastructure and placemaking priority improvements. This relates to the 
Development Contributions policy and associated Planning Guidance.

Drainage Impact Assessment (DIA) icon indicates that one is required for the 
planning	application	stage.	A	DIA	quantifies	the	foul	and	surface	water	flows	likely	to	
arise from a proposed development. The scope of a DIA will depend on the type of 
scale of a development, as well as the sensitivity of the local environment. Surface 
waters should then be managed in accordance with the principles of SuDS, while 
foul	flows	should	either	be	discharged	to	a	sewer	or	to	a	suitable	private	treatment	
system.

A Flood Risk Assessment should be submitted along with the planning application. 
Pre-planning	discussions	will	clarify	the	level	of	flood	assessment	required.	Some	
sites may require a basic assessment whereas others may require a more detailed  
assessment. In some instances the outcome of the basic assessment may require 
further information to be provided.
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Icon Meaning 

The Geology icon illustrates where potential impacts to a geological feature such as 
an esker or moraine should be considered either on or close to the site.

Where the Historic Environment icon appears, it implies that one or more of 
the following falls within or adjacent  to the site; a conservation area, scheduled 
monument, or listed building. Measures should be submitted to identify how the 
development proposes to address/mitigate the impact on the historic environment.

This icon illustrates a Land Contamination Assessment may be required to be 
submitted as part of the planning application. Pre-application discussions will clarify 
the level of detail required.

A Landscape Assessment icon shows that an assessment should be submitted with 
the planning application. The level of detail will depend on the site circumstances with 
some sites more sensitive than others. As all sites fall within a National Park a basic 
landscape assessment should be provided for every site. In some circumstances a 
full Landscape Impact Assessment may be required. Pre-application discussions will 
clarify this matter.

The Landscape context icon illustrates that there is a form of landscape sensitivity 
which develoment should respect and enhance.

Linkages to be provided icon. Every site will have to be accessed by a road which will 
include paths to support pedestrian and cycle usage. This simple point doesn’t require 
the linkages icon for every site. However, where sites have more than one access the 
linkages icon will appear. Some sites will have multiple access points; roads, pedestrian 
and cycle.

Where the Loch Shore Protection icon appears consideration should be made to any 
likely impact of proposed development on the Loch Shore and any likely impact on the 
water body quality.

The Long Term icon symbolises the indicative area for long term development. These 
are likely to be developed outwith the local development plan (LDP) period i.e. beyond 
10 years after adoption of the LDP.

A Natura designation icon indicates where proposals have the potential to have an 
adverse	effect	on	a	European	protected	site’s	qualifying	interests	including	migrating	
fish	species,	geese,	otters	that	support	these	species.	Proposals	for	development	
must be accompanied by an expert appraisal to inform a project-level Habitats 
Regulations Appraisal. Pre-application discussions will clarify the level and detail of 
appraisal	that	must	be	submitted.	A	range	of	mitigation	measures	should	be	identified	
where potential impacts arise including a construction method statement or species 
protection plan.

Icon Meaning 

Natural environment designation icon indicates where development proposals 
should assess and compliment through suitable mitigation measures to address 
proximity	to	nearby	protected	areas/habitats	including;	Sites	of	Special	Scientific	
Interest and RAMSAR sites.

Open Space icon will be shown where considerations should be made for proposals 
to either enhance existing Open Space, through links or by improving its quality or by 
providing new open space and/or facilities on site.

The Place-making Priority icon symbolises that public realm improvements are 
required and should be considered as part of any proposal.

The Protected Species	icon	reflects	the	need	for	a	protected	species	survey	along	
with any required mitigation to be submitted along with any planning application.

The Public Parking icon is shown in the rare circumstances where public parking is 
required on site. This will typically relate to mixed use or visitor experience sites or 
where	public	parking	will	be	reduced	as	part	of	the	proposal,	leaving	unsatisfied	need	
for parking.

The Road Safety icon illustrates that consideration should be given to how proposed 
development will impact the safety of local roads. Road safety is relevant to every site, 
however	this	icon	is	specifically	used	where	road	safety	concerns	are	a	critical	factor	
to address.

Sustainable Drainage System (SuDS) icon indicates when SuDS details are required 
at the planning application stage. SuDS is a natural approach to the management of 
surface water arising on a site that mimics the natural drainage system and thereby 
reduces	surface	water	flooding,	improves	water	quality	and	enhances	the	biodiversity	
of a site. Proposed SuDs systems should minimise the use of concrete.

This icon illustrates that a Transport Assessment is required as part of the planning 
application. Pre-application discussions will clarify what level of assessment is 
required;	a	simple	transport	statement	or	a	more	detailed	Traffic	Impact	Assessment.

The Waste Capacity icon shows where there may be mains sewer capacity or other 
related capacity issues which a development proposal should consider.

Woodland/ Ancient Woodland icon indicates where ancient woodland falls within 
and/or adjacent to a site. Planning proposals should take consideration of this part of 
the application and include mitigation to safeguard trees. The icon also shows in some 
instances woodland which is not classed as ancient but should be considered as part 
of a proposal.
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