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Q.I would be grateful therefore if you could provide me with the following information: 
the dates of all monitoring visits by LLTNPA staff to check progress with the 
construction works/adherence to the planning conditions and any information you 
hold on which other public authorities (e.g SEPA) have made monitoring visits.” 
 
A.There are four separate hydro schemes, Allt Fionn, Derrydarroch, Upper Falloch and Ben 
Glas. Work to complete these schemes is ongoing, with schemes either still under 
construction or with reinstatement of the site ongoing. It is emphasised that planning officers 
continue to monitor the situation at each location, and it is important to understand that the 
work is not complete. 
 
The dates of monitoring visits by Planning officers are as follows: 

22.11.2012 

17.12.2012 

22.05.2013 

08.08.2013 

14.01.2014 

01.04.2014 

01.04.2015 

19.08.2015 

26.08.2015 

26.08.2015 

26.01.2016 

17.02.2016 

27.04.2016 

 
The Park Authority does not hold information on site visits made by other public authorities 
such as SEPA. Accordingly I have to advise under R10(4)(a) of the EIRs that this information 
is not held. 
 
Q. the records of all such visits and any correspondence that has ensued with the 
applicant or other public authorities. 
 
A.Site visits take the form of visual assessments by planning officers. Follow up actions are 
taken as required. Correspondence arising from site visits are excepted from release under 
R10(4)(e) of the EIRs as this would involve making available internal communications. 
 
Consideration has been given as to whether there is a greater public interest in the release 
of this information. It has been concluded that there is a greater public interest in allowing 
experienced planning officers with the required skills to monitor the progress of unfinished 
sites to be allowed to undertake their duties, without the expectation that any internal 
communications, relating to their ongoing work to ensure the successful completion of the 
sites, will be released into the public domain. 
 
Q.any further detailed assessments/plans/proposals provided by the applicant as 
required by the original granting of planning permission and the Park's response 
(apart from those published on the planning section of your website in February 2016 
and September 2014). 
 
A. As part of the ongoing work at the four sites, there have been further planning 
applications as follows: 
 



2012/0344/DET Proposed permanent access 
track 

 Allt Fionn Hydro Scheme 

2013/0151/DET Construction of 0.8km of 
permanent access track 

Upper Falloch Hydro 
Scheme 

2013/0153/DET Construction of 6km of 
permanent access track 

Derrydarroch Hydro Scheme 

2015/0335/DET Amendment to 
2009/0249/ECN to re-route 
pipeline and retain 
permanent access track spur 
to intake 

Ben Glas Hydro, Glen 
Falloch 

 
 
Q. any internal communications/reports on the progress or adequacy of the 
amelioration works/compliance with planning conditions.” 
 
A.As explained above, planning officers continually review progress, monitor compliance 
with planning conditions, and liaise with conservation colleagues to highlight any issues. 
Internal communications on the progress of their work has been excepted from release 
under R10(1)(e) of the EIR’s as the request involves making available internal 
communications.  
 
Consideration has been given as to whether there is a greater public interest in the release 
of this information. There is a visual impact caused by the construction of hydro schemes. 
The Scottish Government and the Park Authority have imposed conditions on this work, 
which is monitored by planning officers. 
 
It has been concluded that the public interest in the release of internal communications on 
the progress of this work, is outweighed by the greater public interest in permitting planning 
officers with the required skills and experience to be allowed to monitor this work, without the 
requirement to release internal communications on this into the public domain.  
 
Q. more specifically, I would be grateful if you could tell me: 
 
    1) a) when the proposal to paint the exposed blue pipe to the Derrydarroch 
powerhouse dark green will be implemented? 
 
A.There has been no request for this pipe to be painted as there will be woodland planting in 
the vicinity which will screen the pipeline over time. 
 
Q. b) whether the LLTNPA has any plans to ensure that all the other exposed blue 
pipes that are part of the Glen Falloch schemes are painted an appropriate colour as 
per your Best Guidance Practice on Renewables. 
 
A.The Park Authority’s Supplementary Planning Guidance on Renewable Energy projects is 
taken into account when assessing a range of factors, including the visual impact of a hydro 
scheme on the landscape. As explained above, the Glen Falloch schemes are not complete 
and planning officers continue to monitor all aspects of these schemes, in consultation with 
the Park Authority Woodlands, Ecology and Landscape Advisers. 
 
 Q.  2) if you could provide to me any information regarding the change of plan to the 
woodland planting on the south side of river opposite the Derrydarroch powerhouse 
which in February 2016 showed the track passing between two woodland planting 
enclosures? Instead of this there is no a single woodland enclosure through which 



the access track passes. 
 
A.Several draft options for woodland planting at this location were considered before the 
relevant condition was signed off, with the approval of the Park Authority Woodlands Adviser 
and Landscape Adviser. Monitoring of the overall site including visual impact is continuing. 
 
Q.3) whether the LLTNPA has measured the width of the access tracks to the various 
hydro schemes and, if so, your assessment of whether these meet planning 
requirements plus any further information you hold from the applicant about the 
landscaping and profiling of the access tracks. 
 
A.The width of the access tracks would be measured should there be an identified 
requirement for this. The width has been brought in from construction width to operational 
use. Information on the landscaping and profiling of the tracks can be found in the relevant 
track planning applications listed in the table provided above. As explained above, this work 
is ongoing. 
 
Q.the amount that the LLTNPA has received in fees for the planning applications for 
the Glen Falloch Hydro schemes. 
 
A.Details of fees in relation to planning applications are provided below. Please note that 
these fees are not recovering the full cost. 
 

2009/0249/ECN No fee, this was a section 36 consent and the Park Authority were 
consultees 

2015/0335/DET Amendment to 
2009/0249/ECN to 
re-route pipeline and 
retain permanent 
access track spur to 
intakd 

Ben Glas Hydro, 
Glen Falloch 

£2020 

2012/0344/DET Proposed permanent 
access track 

 Allt Fionn Hydro 
Scheme, Near 
Inverarnan 

£1595 

2013/0151/DET Construction of 
0.8km of permanent 
access track 

Upper Falloch Hydro 
scheme 

£1920 

2013/0153/DET Construction of 6km 
of permanent access 
track 

Derrydarroch Hydro 
scheme 

£1920 

 
 
 


