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Q. Provide me with all the information the LLTNPA holds relating to the development 
of the West Riverside site at Balloch including any correspondence or notes of 
meetings with Scottish Enterprise, internal meetings within the LLTNPA by Board or 
staff members. 
 
A. Development of the West Riverside site 
In relation to our role as planning authority, the Park Authority has been interested in the 
potential development opportunities of the site at West Riverside since 2002 when the 
Authority was formed. Information about the development of the West Riverside site is 
included in: 
 

 Chapter 5 Part 1 of the Park Authority’s adopted Local Plan (adopted in 2011), 
available on our website at: http://www.lochlomond-trossachs.org/planning/planning-
guidance/adopted-local-plan/.  

 

 Site Assessments have been undertaken, including  strategic environmental 
assessments and habitats regulations appraisals included in reports on our Live Park 
site at: http://www.ourlivepark.com/download/site-assessment-report/ 

 
Correspondence and meetings with Scottish Enterprise 
Scottish Enterprise sought informal pre planning application advice and met with a member 
of the Park Authority’s planning team in March 2015. Email correspondence to arrange this 
meeting is attached in Appendix A. 
 
Planning officers have discussions informally and formally with interests in any of our 
allocated sites. Within this context the planning service offers free confidential pre 
application advice to anyone who is considering submitting a planning application. Details of 
this process can be found on our website at: http://www.lochlomond-
trossachs.org/planning/planning-applications/get-advice/pre-planning-application-advice/ 
This approach is commonplace across Scotland and aims to help inform developer’s 
decision making before committing to a planning application. 
 
Scottish Enterprise invited the Park Authority’s Head of Visitor Experience to be involved in 
the process of reviewing the submissions for the West Riverside site. This involvement was 
in an advisory capacity in relation to tourism considerations and separate from, and without 
prejudice to, any consideration of planning issues. The decision regarding a preferred 
developer was for Scottish Enterprise as landowner to make. The Park Authority actively 
works with businesses to promote opportunities for accommodation, infrastructure and 
facilities within the National Park. We have a specialist role, to promote facilities for the good 
of the Park and its visitors. Correspondence relating to these meetings is also attached in 
Appendix A. 
 
Some information has been redacted from this correspondence, namely the contact details 
for individuals, and information on subjects other than the West Riverside development, 
which are outwith the scope of this request. The personal contact details are excepted from 
release under  R10(3) and R11 of the EIRs. Release of personal information would 
contravene the Data Protection Principles, which means that there is no requirement to 
consider the public interest in the release of this information. 
 
In addition some email correspondence which includes details of the developer bids has 
been withheld from release as this information is commercially sensitive and excepted from 
release under R10(5)(e) and R10(5)(f) of the EIRs. 
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Consideration has been given as to whether there is a greater public interest in the 
disclosure of this information. It has been concluded that while there is a recognised public 
interest in the West Riverside development, this process is at a very early stage, and there is 
a greater public interest in protecting the commercial interests of the organisations who 
submitted proposals for the development of this site. 
 
Scottish Enterprise invited the Park Authority to attend a meeting in September 2015 where 
the West Riverside development was discussed. The Park Authority does not hold notes for 
this meeting. Accordingly I have to advise under R10(4)a) of the EIRs that this information is 
not held. 
 
Role of the Park Authority Board  
The Park Authority Board approved the Proposed Local Development Plan, which includes a 
development strategy for Balloch sites and development constraints and requirements for a 
number of sites including the West Riverside site. Aside from approving the continued 
inclusion of the West Riverside site, The Park Authority Board has had no role to date in the 
process or more recent proposals for the development of the West Riverside site. 
 
Q. I would also be grateful if you could confirm whether or not the LLTNPA has 
conducted any evaluation of how such a development might mean the statutory aims 
of the National Park, and if so provide this. 
 
A. An evaluation of a development would be done as part of any formal planning application 
determination, this includes an assessment in relation to the statutory aims of the National 
Park. The preferred developer would have to submit a planning application for the Park 
Authority to conduct an evaluation. Accordingly I have to advise under R10(4)(a) of the EIRs 
that this information is not held. 
 
Q. and also whether the LLTNPA has conducted any economic impact assessment on 
the implications for local businesses in the area of the proposed development. 
 
A. The Park Authority has not conducted an economic impact assessment, as highlighted 
above, our role is focused on tourism and planning. Economic development functions are 
more a matter for other public bodies, although we do seek to work with such agencies as 
they relate to the Park. While the Park Authority has a landholding interest at West 
Riverside, there is no contractual relationship with Flamingoland in respect of this interest. 
Accordingly I have to advise under R10(4)(a) of the EIRs that this information is not held. 
 
 


