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16th August 2019 

 
 
REQUEST UNDER ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2004 
 
We refer to your request for information, received by email on 31st  July 2019. The information you 
have requested is environmental information, as defined in Regulation 2 of the Environmental 
Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 (EIRs). The Park Authority has an obligation to deal with 
your request under the EIRs and an option to also deal with your request under the Freedom of 
Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA), unless the public interest lies in dealing with your 
request solely under the EIRs. We consider that the public interest in dealing with your request 
solely under the EIRs outweighs the public interest in also dealing with your request under 
FOISA, on the basis that the public interest is not served by duplicating consideration of your 
request under both regimes. We have therefore applied the exemption in section 39(2) of FOISA 
and dealt with your request under the EIRs alone. 
 
Your specific requests and the response from the National Park Authority are provided below. 
 
“I would like to make a Freedom of Information request regarding muirburn in Loch 
Lomond national park.  
 
Could you provide me with any stats you have that you can reasonably collate on the area 
of land or estates that burn land.  
 
The Park Authority has no statistics held on any land or estates that burn land in the National 
Park. Accordingly we have to advise under Regulation 10(4)(a) of the EIRs that this information is 
not held. 
 
In accordance with our requirement to provide advice and assistance under Regulation 9 of the 
EIRs we can advise that there is very little Muirburn in the National Park, as we have no driven 
grouse moors. Muirburn is not a practice solely used on grouse moors, some hills may be burned 
to remove old heather, allowing younger heather through which will have more grazing value.  
 
The Muirburn season runs from 1st  October to 15th  April inclusive in Scotland and the hills in the 
National Park are rarely dry enough to allow burning during this time. 
In particular I would be interested in the amount of peatland that has been burned and the 
parks policy on this.” 

http://www.lochlomond-trossachs.org/
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The Park Authority has no written policy but would advise Land Managers to follow the National 
Policy on the Muirburn Code, which can be found on the website for Scottish Natural Heritage at: 

https://www.nature.scot/guidance-management-moorland-muirburn-code  

 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Governance & Legal Team 
Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National Park Authority 
 
 
 
 
Review Procedure 

If you are dissatisfied with this decision, or the way in which the Authority has dealt with your 
request, you are entitled to require the Authority to review its decision.  Please note that in order 
for a review to take place you are required to: 

 Send your request for review in writing, setting out in full the reasons why you are 
requesting a review. 

 Submit your review request within 40 working days of either the date on which you 
received a response from the Authority or the date by which you should have received a 
response under the terms of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002, whichever is 
the later. 

 address your review request to: 
 

Governance & Legal Team 
Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National Park Authority 
National Park Headquarters 
Carrochan 
Carrochan Road 
Balloch  
G83 8EG 
E-mail: info@lochlomond-trossachs.org 
 

The review will be handled by staff who were not involved in the original decision.  You will 
receive notice of the result of your review within 20 working days.   

If you are not satisfied with the response to your request for review, you can contact the Scottish 
Information Commissioner, the independent body which oversees the Freedom of Information 
(Scotland) Act 2002, at: 
 
Scottish Information Commissioner  
Kinburn Castle  
Doubledykes Road  
St Andrews  
Fife  
KY16 9DS  
Tel: 01334 464610  

http://www.lochlomond-trossachs.org/
https://www.nature.scot/guidance-management-moorland-muirburn-code
mailto:info@lochlomond-trossachs.org
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Website: www.itspublicknowledge.info  
E-mail: enquiries@itspublicknowledge.info 

Online appeal portal: www.itspublicknowledge.info/Appeal 
 

 
 

http://www.lochlomond-trossachs.org/
mailto:enquiries@itspublicknowledge.info
http://sut1.co.uk/sLJ85vvXsn4Tubvajtvcoqek-6Xy8_Ku-66u-fSv-eDn6rHi4OHl4e5mq6re3reUlZLG16TD1a7M2K2bmpnBmYWBg4GXmp6bkpSUi5GbZGZnLW1rYGgtO0xKfH1rbnw.

