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Attendees 

Members 

Claire Chapman (CC) Chair 

William Sinclair (WS) Depute Chair  

Richard Johnson (RJ) 

Colin Lee (CL) 

Martin Earl (ME) 

Chris Spray (CSp) 

Colin Lee (CL) 

In Attendance – National Park Authority staff 

Stuart Mearns, Director of Place (SM) 

Caroline Strugnell, Planning Officer (CSt) 

Bob Cook, Development Manager (BC) 

Jennifer Paton, Planning Officer (JP) 

Julie Gray, Planning Officer (JG) 

Jack Riggs, Planning Assistant (JR) 

Dougie Smith, Corporate Performance Manager (DS) – Governance Clerk and 

Minutes 

Also In Attendance 

Alastair Mckie, Legal Clerk, Anderson Strathern LLP (AM)  

Apologies 

Hazell Sorrell (HS) 

Shonny Paterson (SP) 

Davy Fettes (DF) 

David Mackie (DM) 
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Items and Actions 

1. Welcome and Apologies  

The Chair welcomed attendees to this meeting of the Planning & Access 

Committee and thanked Callander Youth Project for hosting this meeting in 

the community. 

The Chair welcomed the members of the public attending in person. 

The Chair invited all participants to introduce themselves.  

The Chair advised that Hazel Sorrell, David Fettes, David Mackie and Shonny 

Paterson were not in attendance and had submitted their apologies.  

AM confirmed that this meeting was quorate. 

2. Declarations of Interest 

ME: Relating to Item 4 2023/0427/DET: Noted that he is an elected Member 

of Stirling Council and confirmed that he has recused himself from all local 

authority meetings where this item was scheduled for discussion and has not 

expressed an opinion on the application. 

RJ: Relating to Item 4 2023/0427/DET: Noted that he is a Callander resident 

and former chair of the local Community Council and confirmed that he has 

not taken part in any discussions relating to or expressed an opinion on the 

application. 

AM confirmed that both ME and RJ were able to participate in the discussion 

and decision making relating to Item 4.   

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting: 

Meeting held on 29th April 2024:    

Decision: RJ, seconded by WS, proposed the approval of the minutes of the 

meeting of 29th April 2024. The minutes were approved unanimously by a 

show of hands of those present.  

AM confirmed the decision of the committee. 
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4. 2023/0427/DET - Erection of primary school building, relocation of 

astroturf pitch, formation of new car parking and outdoor spaces 

with associated hard and soft landscaping (for dual education and 

community use) - at site adjacent to McLaren High School on 

Mollands Road, Callander 

 

JP presented the officer’s report, alongside a PowerPoint presentation. 

 

JP made some points of clarification for Members relating to the 

Officer’s report.  

 

 

Bryony Monaghan and Drew Leslie, spoke on behalf of Stirling Council as 

the applicant in support the application. 

 

Ross Blair (RB) of Ryder Architecture, who are working on behalf of the 

applicant, was introduced to address specific questions from Members. 

 

Question from Members followed and focused on: 

 

- The consultation process undertaken by the applicants 

- The feasibility of expanding the current Primary School 

- Optimum and maximum capacity of the proposal  

- Provision for pupils with Additional Support Needs 

- Community benefits of the proposal 

- The process undertaken to secure funding for the proposal 

- The plans for the upgrading of the playing pitches  

- Road access during works 

- Drainage 

- Safe routes to school and access 

- Biodiversity in the context of NPF4 

- Impact on works on the River Tieth 

 

John Kennedy, spoke on behalf of Callander Community Council in support 

of the application. 

 

Question from Members followed and focused on: 

 

- The status of the proposal for a footbridge to improve access 

- The position of Callander Community Council in relation to the 

application. JK stated that he understood the Community Council to 

have offered qualified support to the application. 
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- JP confirmed that the Community Council had been mentioned in the 

Officer’s Report as objecting to the application and that as a major 

application, this application would have come to Planning and Access 

Committee for decision regardless.  

 

Rob Latimer, spoke on behalf of McLaren Community Leisure Centre in 

objection to the application. 

 

Question from Members followed and focused on: 

 

- Proposed alternatives to existing paths and routes to increase 

accessibility 

- Playing field provision 

- The engagement process undertaken by the applicant  

- The total number and proposed number of newly-created car parking 

spaces as articulated in the proposed conditions 

 

Zoe Niven, spoke as an individual in objection to the application. 

 

Question from Members followed and focused on: 

 

- Active travel 

- Access and safe travel routes 

 

Kate Taplin, spoke on behalf of the Roman Camp Hotel in objection to the 

application 

 

Question from Members followed and focused on: 

 

- Internal and external lighting 

- Noise 

- Methods of engaging with the planning process and consultation 

process 

- Impact on the riverbank 

 

 

The Chair adjourned the meeting for a short break. 

 

AM clarified the purpose, role and restrictions of imposing planning conditions. 

 

AM explained that generally a Planning Authority cannot put a condition on 

the applicant which is outwith their control.  
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AM explained the concept of a ‘Grampian Condition’. 

 

Further questions and discussion from Members followed and focused on: 

 

- The status of the proposed bridge crossing and general accessibility.  

- The installation of pedestrian crossing on the A81 

- Active Travel planning  

- The School Travel Plan 

- Biodiversity enhancement 

- Risks to the proposal if delayed 

- Opportunity to amend proposed Conditions  

 

ME indicated that he would like to propose an amendment to the motion and 

RE indicated that he would be willing to second a proposed amendment. 

 

By majority vote the decision was made to adjourn the meeting to allow ME 

and RE to receive advise on the forming of an amendment from AM, SM and 

DS. 

 

The meeting readjourned and ME, seconded by RE proposed an amendment 

to the motion. 

 

AM confirmed for Members the wording of the proposed amendment: 

 

The application is approved subject to the conditions set out in Appendix 1 as 

amended below:  

  

1. An additional condition to be added:- 

  

“The development hereby approved shall not enter active use until a 

controlled pedestrian (zebra) crossing is installed on the A81 between the 

Mullins Estate, Callander and the site at a location to be approved by the 

Planning Authority and all to the satisfaction of the Planning Authority. 

  

Reason:- In the interests of pedestrian and highway safety” 

  

2. Add the following amendment to condition 6 

  

6 a) Car Parking: A combined total of 137no. 46 new parking spaces shall be 

provided within the curtilage of the site (making a total provision of 190 car 

parking spaces across the site), serving both the proposed development and 

the Leisure Centre. All bays shall measure a minimum of 2.5m x 5m and be 

provided with a minimum circulatory aisle width of 6m. 
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3. Add the following amendment to condition 8 

  

8. School Travel Plan: The development hereby approved shall not enter into 

active use until a Travel Plan has been submitted to and approved in writing 

by the Planning Authority, in consultation with the Transport Development 

Team. The Travel Plan (which shall include exploring opportunities for 

sustainable wider networks) shall set out proposals for reducing dependency 

on private car journeys and identify measures to be implemented, the system 

of ongoing management, enforcement, monitoring, and review of the plan, 

and arrangements to sustain commitments for the duration of the plan.  

REASON: To encourage sustainable modes of travel. 

 

ME, speaking to the amendment, stated that it had been formed within the 

boundaries of what is competent to impose in planning conditions.  

 

ME moved the Amendment and RE seconded it. 

 

WS moved the Motion. No seconder was identified.  

 

A vote of Members took place on the Amendment.  

 

By a show of hands, the Amendment was unanimously passed by Members 

present.  

 

 

AMENDED RECOMMENDATION: ME, seconded by RE, proposed to 

approve the amended recommendation as follows: 

That Members: APPROVE the application subject to the imposition of the 

conditions set out in Appendix 1 of the report as amended below:  

An additional condition to be added:- 

The development hereby approved shall not enter active use until a controlled 

pedestrian (zebra) crossing is installed on the A81 between the Mullins 

Estate, Callander and the site at a location to be approved by the Planning 

Authority and all to the satisfaction of the Planning Authority. 

Reason:- In the interests of pedestrian and highway safety 
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Condition 6 to be amended as above to read: 

6 a) Car Parking: A combined total of 46 new parking spaces shall be 

provided within the curtilage of the site (making a total provision of 190 car 

parking spaces across the site), serving both the proposed development and 

the Leisure Centre. All bays shall measure a minimum of 2.5m x 5m and be 

provided with a minimum circulatory aisle width of 6m. 

Condition 8 to be amended as above to read: 

8. School Travel Plan: The development hereby approved shall not enter into 

active use until a Travel Plan has been submitted to and approved in writing 

by the Planning Authority, in consultation with the Transport Development 

Team. The Travel Plan (which shall include exploring opportunities for 

sustainable wider networks) shall set out proposals for reducing dependency 

on private car journeys and identify measures to be implemented, the system 

of ongoing management, enforcement, monitoring, and review of the plan, 

and arrangements to sustain commitments for the duration of the plan.  

REASON: To encourage sustainable modes of travel. 

 
DECISION: By unanimous decision, the amended recommendation became 
the decision of the Committee. 
 
AM confirmed the decision of the committee.  
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5. 2022/0329/PPP - Mixed-use residential and tourism development 

comprising change of use, alteration (part demolition) and 

conversion of former residential school (Class 8) to residential 

dwelling (Class 9) with ancillary swimming pool, gymnasium, and 

outdoor games court, erection of ancillary detached garage with 

self-contained flat above, alteration (part demolition and 

extension) and conversion of outbuildings to form 7 no. holiday 

apartments, formation of new road access and gateway 

structures, associated parking, drainage infrastructure and 

erection of 8 no. holiday lodges - at Pirniehall House, Croftamie 

 

CSt presented the officer’s report, alongside a PowerPoint presentation. 

 

CSt informed members that an additional proposed condition not present in 

the published report had been added:  

 

External Finishing Materials: Prior to commencement of development of each 

building a schedule of external materials for that building shall be submitted to 

and approved in writing by the planning authority.  The schedule shall include 

a specification for the following: 

a. All external windows and doors 

b. All roof coverings (which shall be natural slate unless otherwise 

agreed) 

c. Specification (or sample if requested) for the natural stone 

d. Specification for wall materials including brickwork, cladding and render 

e. All rainwater goods 

f. All balcony / roof terrace balustrades 

Thereafter, the development shall be undertaken in accordance with the 

approved specifications and any variation shall be first approved in writing by 

the planning authority prior to the material being incorporated into the 

development. 

Reason: to ensure a satisfactory standard of design quality and appearance 

having regard to the character of the traditional buildings. 

 

Question from Members followed. The main points of the discussion included 

consideration of: 

 

- Clarification of status of Planning Permission in Principle  

- Clarification of concerns raised by the Community Council  

- How the proposed conditions would ensure the works are carried out to 

expectations 
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- Biodiversity; compensation vs enhancement. SM – confirmed that, 

separate to this application, the NPA is preparing its own guidance on 

biodiversity measures.  

 

Paul Houghton and Warren Lewis, spoke as the applicant and agent in 

support of the application. 

 

Question from Members followed and focused on: 

 

- Balance of residential and commercial use 

- Opportunities for biodiversity  

- Economic viability  

- Woodland management and landscaping 

 

Alli Peterson, spoke on behalf of Croftamie Community Council in objection 

to the application 

 

Question from Members followed and focused on: 

 

- Existing Tree Preservation Order 

- Current designation of the site for ‘visitor experience’ 

- The process being undertaken to develop a new Local Development 

Plan and the necessity for engagement with communities. 

- The prospect of further buildings on the site in the future. AM clarified 

that the proposed conditions would impose a cap on the  number of 

units. 

- The opportunity to address the risk to a heritage asset 

 

MOTION: CS, seconded by WS, proposed to approve the recommendation as 

follows: 

That Members: 

APPROVE the application subject to the conditions set out in Appendix 

1 [including additional condition set out at beginning] and the Section 75 

Heads of Terms at Appendix 2 of this report. 

 
DECISION: The motion became the decision of the Committee by unanimous 
decision. 
 
AM confirmed the decision of the committee.  
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6. 2024/0145/HAE - Erection of ancillary building – at Capercaillie 

Chalet, Main Street, Killin 

JR presented the officer’s report, alongside a PowerPoint presentation. 

 

Question from Members followed. The main points of the discussion included 

consideration of: 

 

- Materials to be used and requirement for control through conditions 

- Landscape context and impact, including representation from Historic 

Environment Scotland 

- The proposed design   

 

MOTION: WS, seconded by RE, proposed to approve the recommendation as 

follows: 

That Members: 

APPROVE the application subject to the imposition of the conditions set 

out in Appendix 1 of the report. 

 
DECISION: The motion became the decision of the Committee by unanimous  
decision. 
 
AM confirmed the decision of the committee.  
 

 

7. 2024/0145/HAE - Erec2024/0118/DET - Siting of pod for office use; 

formation of 2 no. covered storage areas and 1 no. covered 

seating area; formation of pergola and outdoor fireplace; re-

roofing of dwellinghouse and formation of pitched roof to dormer 

(partially retrospective) – at Braeside, 5 Main Street, Drymen 

JG presented the officer’s report, alongside a PowerPoint presentation. 

 

Question from Members followed. The main points of the discussion included 

consideration of: 

 

- Access 

- Biodiversity  

- Enhancement of facilities 
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MOTION: RJ, seconded by CL, proposed to approve the recommendation as 

follows: 

That Members: 

APPROVE the application subject to the imposition of the conditions set 

out in Appendix 1 of the report. 

 
DECISION: The motion became the decision of the Committee by unanimous  
decision. 
 
AM confirmed the decision of the committee.  
 

8. Any Other Business 

 

SM updated Members on the site at Cononish Gold Mine; works to be 
undertaken to prepare the site for winter have been progressed and confirmed 
by monitoring officer via unannounced spot check. No change in status of 
mine – it remains in ‘care and maintenance’. No change in status of company. 
Further update to be given at Board Meeting on 9 December 2024. 

 

SM updated Members on the Local Development Plan – a paper will be 
presented to Board in 2025. 

 

9. Date of Next Meeting 

 

24 February 2025 – business dependant 

 

Signed 

____________________________________________________________________ 


