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Introduction 

Thanks for taking an interest in our Area Summaries, which are part of the evidence we’re drawing together for our new Local 

Development Plan.  The following notes explain what the Area Summaries cover and how these fit into the process to prepare the 

new Plan.  

 

What is an Area Summary? 

The first stage in preparing a new Local Development Plan is the evidence gathering stage, which is the stage we are currently in.  

This involves collating information on key relevant policies, strategies and data for an Evidence Report which the National Park 

Authority has to submit to the Scottish Government for a review that is called a ‘gate check’. This to ensure that sufficient 

information is available to start preparing a new Local Development Plan.  

We’ve grouped the evidence into 10 Topic Papers which are technical and present a lot of information. This is due to their nature as 

baseline information to be reviewed by Scottish Government, as the foundation for the new Local Development Plan.  All of these 

are available on our website to review. 

In addition, as the new Local Development Plan is a spatial plan, we want to show issues, needs and opportunities that have been 

captured in the Topic Papers, in context in different areas across the National Park. To help develop this, we have grouped the 

National Park into 6 different places or areas.  Each of these different areas have been brought together to group local living 

services and mirror community council boundaries, as well as similar geographies, landscapes and land use.   

The Area Summaries are designed to explain the special qualities of each of the areas and bring the detailed content of the Topic 

Papers into context locally.   They also clearly show how local needs are being incorporated into our evidence base through local 

communities’ Local Place Plans, which the majority of communities have either prepared or are under preparation.  It is important to 

note that the Area Summaries do not present any proposals– such as proposed sites for development. 

How are the Area Summaries structured? 

Each of the Topic Papers has the same format.  The structure is designed to show high level summaries of the Topic Papers for the 

different areas, grouped against the three themes of the National Park Partnership plan as follows: 



• An introductory page, which provides a definition and overview of the area and the registered Local Place Plans which are 

required to be taken into consideration; 

• Two ‘nature positive place’ pages; the first explaining the relevant nature and land use topics and the second outlining the 

main issues and opportunities related to these topics for this area; 

• Two ‘carbon negative place’ pages; the first explaining the relevant climate and visitor infrastructure topics including 

transport and the second outlining the main issues and opportunities related to these topics for this area; 

• Two ‘thriving place’ pages; explaining the relevant community and local living topics including an overview of the strategic 

development, housing, Local Place Plans and current planning applications for the area. 

• There are maps on each of the pages to show all the details covered across the area. 

 

How can you feedback and how will this be used? 

These Area Summaries have been designed firstly for a series of in-person workshops during May and June. Key points from the 

workshops will be captured. We have also created an online feedback survey to allow people to give us further or more detailed 

reflections on the evidence within the Area Summaries.  This can be completed whether you attended a workshop or not. 

At the end of the engagement period, we will review all the feedback we have received on the Area Summaries as well as the Topic 

Papers.  The Topic Papers will be updated as relevant, and then the full Evidence Report will be drafted, including summaries of 

our engagement and responses received.  It is this full – finalised - Evidence Report that the Park Authority Board will need to 

approve before it can be submitted to the Scottish Government for review at the ‘gate check’.   

Next stage. Once we have received Scottish Government’s feedback on whether we can either proceed or need to amend the 

Report the next stage is preparing the Proposed Plan (draft Local Development Plan). There will be formal public consultation 

during this stage on the Proposed Plan.  

 

Contact 

If you need help with any of the above or have queries on the Topic Papers, please contact localdevplan2@lochlomond-

trossachs.org or call us on 01389 722600. 
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