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“ Introduction




The Study

Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National Park Authority have
undertaken an audit of the play sufficiency within the National Park
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that will help meet the requirements set out in the Planning
(Scotland) Act 2019. This requires that the National Park, as a
planning authority, to assess the sufficiency of play opportunities in
its area for children by preparing an Evidence Report, which meets
the requirements set out in The Town and Country Planning (Play
Sufficiency Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2023.

Considering access to quality open space, green infrastructure, and

play opportunities as a key part of placemaking can help realise the
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Scottish Government’s ambitions for delivering 20 minute
neighbourhoods.

The assessment has used a combination of approaches, including site
visits to the 21 settlements in the National Park, discussions with
council greenspace teams, a review of community led plans where
play has been highlighted as an issue and other relevant information.
The Consultative Draft report will be taken to the Loch Lomond and
Trossachs communities for consultation, before it is finalised.

The overall aim of the project was to assess the play resource within
Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National Park. The audit will inform an
assessment of the sufficiency of play opportunities in the National
Park communities for children up to the age of 18.

The Play Sufficiency Assessment identifies and prioritises key
upgrading and development works on a short, medium and long-term
basis, supported by robust formal assessment.

Extract from the National Park Local Development Plan 2017-2021
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The Benefits of Play

Playing is an inherent part of a happy childhood, and is vital to
children's physical and cognitive development as they grow. Open
spaces, green infrastructure and outdoor places to play are key
components in successful placemaking, helping to create pleasant,
liveable, healthy and resilient communities.

Play is vital from the early stages of brain development and bonding
with parents and carers, and promotes independence and autonomy
for the teenage years.

Access to quality greenspace and nature-based solutions can help to
mitigate health inequalities and improve physical and mental health,
by providing opportunities for play, socialising, relaxation and physical
activity. Developing our communities to promote local living and 20
minute neighbourhoods can help reduce inequalities in health. (NPF4)

Whilst play spaces specifically designed and managed for play are
essential in meeting the needs of children to play outdoors, to have
fun and to relax, valuable informal play opportunities also exist in
many open spaces, including natural spaces, woodlands, urban
forestry and in some public realm areas. It is well-recognised that
increasing children's contact with nature improves their physical and
mental wellbeing, and can build resilience. Allowing children to use
the natural world can help foster better understanding of nature and
the need to protect and care for the environment.

Children and young people’s mental health has significantly decreased
over time. In 2021/22, 1 in 3 young people reported symptoms akin to
a common mental health disorder, and their mental health was
poorer than any other age group. (The Resolution Foundation, 2024)

Play Sufficiency Assessment

“Playing, throughout childhood, is not only
an innate behaviour but also contributes
to quality of life, sense of wellbeing and is
a key element in effective learning.”

(Scotland’s Play Strategy)

“People report feeling happier, healthier,
and more connected with those around
them when spending time outside ...”

(Groundwork UK)
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Policy Context

National Planning Framework (NPF4) includes Policy 21: Play
Recreation and Sport, that recognises that providing quality play
opportunities for children and young people is essential to their
physical and cognitive development, and upholds their right to engage
in play and recreational activities.

The policy aims to encourage, promote and facilitate spaces and
opportunities for play, recreation and sport. The outcomes will be that
“natural and built environments are improved, with more equitable
access to opportunities for play and recreation. Physical and mental
health are improved through provision of, and access to, outdoor
recreation, play and sport facilities.”

Local Development Plans should identify sites for sports, play and
outdoor recreation for people of all ages. This should be based on an
understanding of the needs and demand in the community and
informed by the planning authority’s Play Sufficiency Assessment and
Open Space Strategy... New provisions should be well-designed, high
quality, accessible and inclusive. (Extract from NPF4)

The National Play Strategy recognises the critical importance of play in
early development and building for young people a foundation of
wellbeing that supports and sets the pattern for children’s future
development.

Play Sufficiency Assessment
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Plan z017-2021
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National Planning
Framework 4

PLAY STRATEGY

“We want Scotland to be the best place to
grow up. A nation which values play as a
life-enhancing daily experience for all our
children and young people; in their homes,

nurseries, schools and communities.”
(Scotland’s Play Strategy)
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Getting it Right for Play

Atoolkit to assess and improve local play opportunities

IronsideFarrar
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Play Sufficiency Assessments

A Play Sufficiency Assessment (PSA) is the assessment of the
sufficiency of play opportunities for children in their area, carried out
by a planning authority under the duty as set out in Section 7(5) Part
16D(1) of Planning (Scotland) Act 2019. The Act requires that the
National Park as a planning authority, assess the sufficiency of play
opportunities in its area for children in preparing an evidence report
for the preparation of the Local Development Plan.

The intention of the PSA Regulations is to give flexibility for planning
authorities to include information that is meaningful locally and for
the report to align with other relevant areas of work, such as the open
space audit and strategy.

All children in Scotland have a right to play under Article 31 of the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child. This right applies to every child
under the age of 18 (Article 1) without ‘discrimination of any kind’
(Article 2). Play is essential to a happy childhood and to children’s
well-being and development.

The Regulations state that the term "play spaces" means outdoor
spaces which are accessible by the public, and which offer play
opportunities for children. The term "children" means persons under
the age of 18 years.

Development of integrated play assessments, based on partnership
and clear play standards is key to the delivery of attractive, appealing
neighbourhoods and places to live involves a diverse range of
stakeholder organisations (Local Authorities, Community Planning
Partnerships / Locality Planning etc.), which will in turn help develop
stronger residential neighbourhoods.

Play Sufficiency Assessment

Scottish Government Planning
Guidance:
Play Sufficiency Assessment

This new duty for the preparation of Play
Sufficiency Assessments can help local
authorities uphold the rights of children.
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Form and Content of a PSA

The Town and Country Planning (Open Space Strategies) (Scotland)
Regulations 2022 outlines the form and content of a PSA, as follows:

* A report, incorporating maps, setting out the assessment and
location of the sufficiency of play opportunities in its area for
children

* Map the play spaces which are:

= Specifically for play, and those
] Within areas of open space and not specifically for play

» Describe the play opportunities for all ages of children

* Include statements as regards the overall quality, quantity and
accessibility of play opportunities in the planning authority's area

* In preparing the PSA, the planning authority must consult: children,
parents and carers, community councils, the public and any other
person or community body which the planning authority considers
to be appropriate.

IronsideFarrar



Study Area

The National Park covers 1,865 square kilometres (720 square
miles), extending from Holy Loch on the Cowal peninsula to St
Fillans at the eastern end of Loch Earn, and from Balloch to
Tyndrum. It is an area of contrasts from rolling lowland landscapes
in the south, to high mountains in the north, and has many lochs
and rivers, forests and woodlands.

The Towns and Villages are central to the Plan’s development
strategy as this is where the majority of development is directed.
This is appropriate as it is where the majority of services are
located such as shops, schools, and health centres. There are also a
number of small rural communities.

The Park contains the following:

¢ 2 Towns (Callander and Balloch)

e 18 Villages (Tyndrum, Crianlarich, Killin, Luss, Lochgoilhead etc.)

* A number of small rural communities (e.g. Balquhidder, Brig O’
Turk, Balmaha etc.)

e 15 primary schools

¢ 1 secondary school (McLaren High, Callander)

* 32 Equipped Play Areas

¢ Numerous informal play spaces and opportunities to explore
the natural landscape (38 included in the audit)

Play Sufficiency Assessment

Extract from the National Park Local Development Plan 2017-2021
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Small Rural Communities
With primary school
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B Play Value of Open Spaces




Identifying Play Opportunities Equipped Play Areas

Those play spaces that are designed specifically for children’s play.
The Regulations state that the term "play spaces" means outdoor

spaces which are accessible by the public, and which offer play
opportunities for children. The audit has identified play opportunities
for the following age groupings: ages 0-4, 5-11, 12-15 and 16-17.

Play Value describes the value an environment, object or piece of
equipment brings to children’s experience of play. A space rich in play
value creates opportunities for a variety of physical, social and
sensory play experiences. Something will have high play value if
children are able to play with it in many different ways, integrate it

into their play or use it to expand on their own ideas and actions. (The
Children’s Play Policy Forum and UK Play Safety Forum)
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Informal or Natural Play Spaces
The Geographical Information Systems (GIS) mapping includes the Those spaces within areas of open space of which the primary

following categories of play space: function is not play.

* Those play spaces that are specifically for play (equipped play
space / facilities for young people); and

* Those within areas of open spaces of which the primary function is
not play (or "natural playspaces", chosen due to their current
accessibility, natural quality, current designation / use and
potential to develop as a play resource). The mapping of these
spaces has been based on officer discussions and desktop review.

Play Sufficiency Assessment IronsideFarrar




Children’s Access to Play

Inclusive Play Spaces

All children need and have a right to play. Play is vital for children’s An inclusive play space provides a barrier-free environment, with
health, wellbeing and happiness, particularly for children facing supporting infrastructure, which meets the wide and varying play needs
barriers like discrimination and exclusion. To uphold the right and of every child. Disabled children and non-disabled children will enjoy
need of every child to play, the creation of accessible and inclusive high levels of participation opportunities, equally rich in play value.

play spaces is essential. The National Planning Framework 4 requires
new, replacement or improved play provision to be inclusive and
accessible for disabled children.
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Disability and equality legislation highlight the duty to make
reasonable adjustments to ensure that disabled people are not
placed at a substantial disadvantage. The Children’s Play Policy Forum
and UK Play Safety Forum recognise that there are not enough
accessible and inclusive places for children to play within a
reasonable distance of their home. In the UK, many disabled children,
disabled parents, and their families are still excluded from local play Fields in Trust guidance on accessible, safe an inclusive open spaces
spaces. Barriers include lack of accessibility, poor understanding of achieve the following outcomes:

disabled children’s needs and wishes, negative public attitudes and a

*  Welcoming, inclusive and social areas for all ages, genders, cultures
and abilities within the community

Accessible p|ay Spaces » Safe access both during the day and at night and address the
potential impact of anti-social behaviour

* Accessible and sustainable travel options with safe and enjoyable
walking routes, public transport stops and cycle routes

* Reflect local need and designed in collaboration with all the

limited range of play opportunities.

An accessible play space is a space which is barrier-free, allows users
access to move around the space and offers participation
opportunities for a range of differing abilities. Not every child of
every ability will be able to actively use everything within an

accessible play space. community

* Include and enable children and young people of all ages and
Guidance on accessibility / inclusivity assessments particularly for abilities to play together in a variety of ways
children with disabilities is awaited from the Scottish Government (Fields in Trust Standards: Creating Great Spaces for All, 2024)

and may need to be undertaken and added at a later date.

Play Sufficiency Assessment IronsideFarrar




Types of Play Space

An appreciation of the hierarchy of open spaces can help the
understanding of the different functions they perform and distinguish
between spaces of strategic, local and neighbourhood importance.
Play spaces are most commonly located in public parks and gardens,
amenity open spaces or semi-natural greenspaces.

The equipped play space definitions are based on the Fields in Trust*
recommendations, based on the age of children they are designed for,
location, size and type of experience:

.‘ =4 The Neighbourhood Equipped Area for Play (NEAP) is a large area

a s of space designed for children from 0 to 11 years, with additional
facilities for children of 12 years +. Spaces should provide a wider
range of play experiences than a LEAP with age-appropriate play
and informal recreational experiences for children and young
people. There are likely to be more challenging items of equipment
and features that meet the needs of older children and young
people and sufficient space to play larger group games and seating
and shelter to enable young people to socialise with their friends.

I@‘ The Local Equipped Area for Play (LEAP) is an area of open space

> designed for children from 0 to 11 years, with features and
equipment for children who are beginning to play independently
close to where they live. Spaces should provide for informal
recreation and varied, stimulating and challenging play
experiences.

:.: The Local Area for Play (LAP) is a small area of open space designed
for young children, providing play areas close to home. The LAP
requires no play equipment, relying more on demonstrative
features indicating that play is encouraged.

Play Sufficiency Assessment
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;ﬁ‘ Destination Play Space is a play space within a key open space or

e%’ parkand is aimed at attracting family and other groups for longer

visits. They tend to be larger than neighbourhood sites, have car
parking facilities, a greater variety of fixed equipment, some natural
play, and access to facilities such as cafes and public toilets. There
should be suitable access arrangements in place and adaptations
being made to equipment for less-abled children and young people,
where appropriate. These play areas might be located in areas of
high local and visitor footfall and should be connected by the Core
Path network, encouraging people to travel actively.

* Aspirational Play Spaces have been identified through the Strategic

\
&

Tourism Infrastructure Development Framework, the LDP, previous
community engagements and other project initiatives. Proposals
include the aspiration to provide a range of additional play
opportunities, in existing play spaces and facilities for children
visiting the area in areas of high local and visitor footfall.

) Natural Play Space Whilst play spaces specifically designed and
* managed for play are essential in meeting the needs of children to
play outdoors, to have fun and to relax, valuable informal play
opportunities also exist in many open spaces, including natural
spaces, woodlands, urban forestry and in some public realm areas. It
is well-recognised that increasing children's contact with nature
improves their physical and mental wellbeing, and can build
resilience. Allowing children to use the natural world can help foster
better understanding of nature and the need to protect and care for
the environment. Therefore, the play audit assessment is not
restricted to playing in play areas or play spaces that are specifically
designed and managed for play.

*Fields in Trust Standards: Creating great spaces for all, 2024 lronsideFarrar
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Open Space Context

The towns and villages in the National Park contain a variety of open
spaces, of varying sizes, character and function. Typically, the centrally
located open spaces and parks contain equipped play areas. Some

town parks contain facilities for older school children and young adults.

In 2007 an Open Space Audit was conducted for the National Park,
with all types of parks, amenity open space and semi-natural
greenspaces included in the assessment. This assessment has been
used to inform the Play Audit. The key areas for improvement across
the settlements are outlined below:

* Opportunities to link to path network and access improvements

* Improved facilities including provision of play facilities, where
required

* Landscape enhancement, and links to biodiversity improvements

* Improved maintenance

Loch Lomond and The Trossachs National Park
Open Space Audit

Final Report

wan

Play Sufficiency Assessment

Local Plan Open Days

A series of Local Plan Open Days were held in 2013 to inform the
preparation of the Local Plan. The following is a summary of the
community’s views on local open spaces:
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Open space is greatly valued by residents and visitors alike.

Urban open spaces (such as parks and play areas) and rural open
space (such as woodlands, lochsides and meadows) are valued and
must be retained and protected.

Paths and walkways are greatly valued by communities (walking
and cycling were the most popular activities).

Existing open spaces need to be improved and new open space
facilities, particularly for children and young adults.

Some communities identified sites which are used as open space
but not formally designated. These require protection.
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Key Stages
The Play Sufficiency Assessment was developed in five key stages with the key tasks to be undertaken at each of the project stages set out
below. The following activities have been progressed:

»

7,

7N

Review of available background information from Stirling / West Dunbartonshire / Argyll &
STAGE 1: Bute / Perth & Kinross Councils, discussions with council greenspace teams and review of
community led plans and other relevant information. Development of the National Park

Project Inception and Desk Study ) _ SR
PSA methodology, reflecting the PSA Regulations and ensuring it is locally relevant.
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Describing the play resource, by identifying and mapping according to: type of
STAGE 2: play space (according to LAP, LEAP and NEAP) and LLTNP, age range,

PSA Audit Preparation descrlr.Jtl.o.n, a'pprO)flmate level of use, cor?dltlon etc. .An assessment of
accessibility, inclusion and recommendations for action was undertaken.

The play areas were mapped in GIS and information recorded in
STAGE 3: Excel spreadsheets. The 2007 open space audit information was
Site Audits, Mapping and Assessment reviewed. The audit involved site visits to approximately 30+
existing play areas in the 21 settlements in the National Park.

Tabulation and analysis of the data and preparation of
STAGE 4: the Audit report and accompanying mapping. Assessment
Data Analysis and Reporting of the sufficiency of play opportunity in the area for
children up to the age of 18.

LLTNPA will engage with children, parents and
STAGE 5: carers, community councils and the public as
Engagement with communities part of the LDP consultation process.

: Play Sufficiency Assessment IronsideFarrar 13



Audit Methodology

The audit methodology was informed by the knowledge and lessons The PSA Regulations also require local authorities to consider:

Additional Information

learnt from UK Open Space Audits, Play Scotland and best practice, Barriers / Physical measures to ensure safe and ease of access by most:

creating usable outputs and the development of a tool for future play A high level review of existing inclusive equipment (e.g. swings with
harnesses / wheelchair roundabouts) has been undertaken, informed by

LL&TNP. To be further reviewed once further guidance is available.

space management. The focus of the assessment has been the
equipped formal play spaces / facilities for young people, being those
play spaces that are specifically for play.
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Safety from vehicular traffic and access conditions: LL&TNP / Partner
The play space mapping has been informed by LL&TNP information / Roads department will consider safe crossings / traffic calming measures
partner data / Greenspace Scotland mapping / desk study and ground / cycle parking near to access points.
truthed by site visits. The equipped play spaces have been mapped

alongside the 2007 Open Space Audit sites to illustrate the Inclusion of play space: To be reviewed once further guidance is

. . available from Scottish Government.
connections between the various types of open space. The value of

these open spaces for formal and informal play has been identified

Loch Lomond & Trossachs National Park Play Suffidency Audit

through consultation. GIS maps of the play area locations were P e e =
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prepared, and summaries for each of the settlements illustrated in

AR

the following section. o L

The accompanying GIS mapping and Excel database contains the
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detailed assessment results and records information on the open

space setting of the play space, adjacent facilities, path network
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connections, overall condition, quality scores etc.
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Play Space Standards

The audit included an assessment of the quality, quantity and
accessibility of play opportunities in each settlement within the
National Park. This involved the consideration of formal equipped play
provision at both a neighbourhood and National Park wide scale, to
help consider if the everyday play needs and demands of children are
being met locally. The assessment provides an overall picture as to the
provision of play opportunities in the area.

Setting standards for the various types of open space enables a better
understanding of the current status of open space assets across a
local authority area. UK best practice guidance suggests that
standards should contain three elements:

1. Quality
2. Quantity
3. Accessibility

Consultation with neighbouring local authorities to establish common
standards has been carried out with Stirling / West Dunbartonshire /
Argyll & Bute / Perth & Kinross Councils. However, the geographical
dispersion of the settlements in the remote parts of the local
authority areas, the small size of settlements and low population
suggests that a different approach should be taken. Therefore, a set
of play space standards, unique to the National Park, have been
developed.

Note: Play Accessibility mapping has been applied to the larger
settlements, including Balloch, Arrochar / Suchoth /Tarbet and
Callander.

Play Sufficiency Assessment

The draft National Park play standards are as follows:

Play Quality

Quality of the play opportunities can be considered by demonstrating fitness
for purpose in meeting the enjoyment, social and developmental needs of
children; and the contribution the play space makes to the overall quality of
the place in which it is located.

Provision of a good to excellent quality play space and associated facilities
(good = over 50%, excellent = over 65% quality score), providing safe play
opportunities for children and young people of all ages (0 to 17 years).
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Play Quantity

Currently, there is no UK wide quantity standard for the provision of
equipped play areas for the various age groups. LLTNPA have adopted the
Fields in Trust categorisation of the equipped play spaces according to
neighbourhood and local hierarchies, distribution across settlements and
distances to the play facilities.

Provision of a range of informal and equipped play opportunities in every
town, village and small rural community, as appropriate to population
demographics and community need.

Play Accessibility (in Balloch, Arrochar/Suchoth/Tarbet and Callander)
The accessibility standard is an amount of a particular type of open space
within a specified distance, i.e. a distance threshold.

Provision of accessible play space (walking distance from dwellings):

* Neighbourhood Equipped Area for Play within 800m*
* Local Equipped Area for Play within 400m*

* Local Area for Play within 240m* * Straight line distance

IronsideFarrar




Play Quality Assessment

Quality of the play opportunities can be considered by demonstrating
fitness for purpose in meeting the enjoyment, social and
developmental needs of children; and the contribution the play space
makes to the overall quality of the place in which it is located. The
assessment of the quality of the play resource has been based on the
recommendations included in the PSA Regulations, with reference to
Play Scotland's “Getting it Right for Play” toolkit.

The scoring system is based on the Characteristics of Play Indicative
Tool criteria, that recognises different types and ways to play that are
suited and / or preferred by children from different age groups. The
“spirit” of the guidance will be followed, as some play elements are not
always desirable in a particular site (e.g. water play / sand play /
skating). The toolkit has enabled assessors to carry out a qualitative
analysis of the current play area resource, taking into account
description of the play opportunity, associated infrastructure, provision
for different ages and abilities.

Only the formal play spaces have been quality assessed using the PSA
assessment tool. Natural playspaces were mapped and a narrative
provided suggesting potential sites to explore for future natural play
opportunities.

Play Quality Assessment

Place Quaiity / Design Play Opportunity / Experience.
Piay Space Information 3 tocarion 2. Design .

El e
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Play Sufficiency Assessment

Each of the questions are given 1 point for “yes” and 0 for “no”. Some of
the indicators are fairly subjective (e.g. space to run, places for pretend
play) and could be applicable to many different open spaces. Other
indicators require fixed equipment (e.g. swings or slides), which will appeal
to a particular age group. Therefore, the scoring should be considered
along with the written and mapped assessment.

The Quality Toolkit included a scoring system for the play areas based on
the Characteristics of Play and the following criteria:

Place Quality / Design

1. Location - The location of the play area in context of the open space
within which it is set, the path connections providing access to the
site, and whether it is overlooked and in a safe location.

2. Design - The overall design of the site has been considered, with
regards to its landscape setting, informal play opportunities, paths /
seating and condition of the open space.

Play Opportunity / Experience
The Characteristics of Play set out in the draft Regulations have been
listed, in order to assess:

3. Physical Play Opportunity - for example, space to run, chase, skip, hop
and jump

4. Creative Play Opportunity - for example, building dens or structures

5. Social Play Opportunity - for example, places to socialise and meet
friends

IronsideFarrar
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Aberfoyle 16

Ardentinny 17
Arrochar / Succoth 18
Tarbet 19
Balloch 20
Balmaha 21
Callander 22
Crianlarich 23
Croftamie 24
Drymen 25
Gartmore 26
Gartocharn 27
Killin 28
Kilmun / Strone / Blairmore 29
Kinlochard 30
Lochearnhead 31
Lochgoilhead 32
Luss 33
Milton of Buchanan / Buchanan Smithy 34
St Fillans 35
Strathyre 36
Tyndrum 37

Settlement Summaries




National Park Play Areas

Loch Lomond and Trossachs towns and villages have a wealth of
parks, neighbourhood open spaces, semi-natural woodlands and
access to the countryside, which all provide opportunities for
informal play.

The following section sets out the summary analysis of the quality

of the open spaces in the National Parks settlements and localities.

The accompanying GIS mapping and Excel database contains the

detailed assessment results and records information on the open
space setting of the play space, adjacent facilities, path network

connections, overall condition and quality scores.

Play Sufficiency Assessment
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Aberfoyle 2 Equipped play

areas

Aberfoyle is the main village in the Trossachs and serves the wider Strathard area. It is an important tourist centre, forming a gateway

Natural Pla
to Loch Lomond in the west, and the Trossachs to the north. The Queen Elizabeth Forest Park extends to the north of the village. 3 Y

spaces

Open Space Audit

Open Space and Play Provision idfe”tiﬁed a good range
Aberfoyle is in a stunning woodland ; m Ot open space provision
setting on the banks of the River Forth. : g

The Queen Elizabeth Forest Park extends : S
to the north of the settlement and there
is an extensive network of paths and
cycle routes within this area. The Play W
Audit identified 2 equipped play spaces in

Aberfoyle. The Open Space Audit (2007)

identified a good range of open space

provision for the settlement.

EPO2 65

Settlement Summary

© Village with a primary school

| Primary
School S S o
Play Audit Priorities R < @] T
X < 1 H

* Repair / upgrade the Old Kirk Loan =9 .‘@‘_ LDGSt'njt'on Pllay:p;ce

Play Area (EP02) to ensure it is fit for *0W Locatedat tourist hubs

purpose. ox, NEAP
* Provide more woodland adventure | () Neighbourhood

play facilities, for older children on &% Equipped Area for Play

the Waterfall Trail at the Queen

LEAP

Elizabeth Forest Park Visitor Centre. g \@‘ Local Equipped Area for
* Extend the opportunity for more @ Play

challenging play for older children oid KArea Lo, - AP

either in the Aberfoyle Wildlife Site S -’ Local Area for Play

or the Main Street Play Area. / -
. P A»,,,.»"“‘owra‘;“u ______ —————=) , ‘

Install more seats and picnic benches - Y-Rosg ; @ Natural Play Space

* Aspirational Play Space

“We’d like to have more challenging equipment for
older children” and the “Kirk Loan playpark is
overlooked and neglected and would benefit from more

o

Main Street Play Area .- 0ld Kirk Loan Play Area P s Queen EIiza'bet'h Park care and attention.” (Aberfoyle Community Life Plan 2022)

Play Sufficiency Assessment IronsideFarrar




Ardentinny 0 Equipped play

. . . : " P

Ardentinny is a small coastal village on the western shore of Loch Long, with a core of short rows of traditional stone cottages and ?\Eisral Pla =

. . . . Y y @®

forestry timber houses. There is an outdoor centre in the village, a caravan park and Glenfinart Walled Garden to the north. 3 spaces c

Open Space Audit u:)

Open Space and Play Provision - Flagged the lack of play €

. Y ¢ 1 facilities in the village

There are no formal play spaces in o

Ardentinny. However, the walled garden cult Burn 7 : VCV“*” Fln Glenflna'ﬁ! Garden 4 E

contains a children’s garden and the : N %

open space at Swedish Houses is used for : = b 1 % 5

informal play and access to the beach. 7 g ; 2
The Open Space Audit (2007) noted that j _ SN

the main issue in Ardentinny is that there v . Q@ Viage

are no play facilities in the settlement
other than the goal posts provided in an |
open space.

Play Audit Priorities

* Explore providing a natural play trail
for younger children and sculptural
seating in the Swedish Houses open
space, to encourage exploration of
the shoreline and use of the path
route.

+<aer, Destination Play Space
* ‘.' Located at tourist hubs

NEAP
.
g Neighbourhood
&% Equipped Area for Play

LEAP
* Develop a play area for local and \@‘ Local Equipped Area for
visiting children Play
S
?: Ardentinny :.- LAP

«8* |ocal Area for Play
‘\Do\ha

-—y
(@)
Natural Play Space
v ySp

* Aspirational Play Space

“Open spaces that were identified as being valued by the community and require
protection include: the open meadow near the caravan park, walled garden,
beach, bowling green and the core paths” (LDP Open Day 2013). “Develop a play
Swedish Houses area for local and visiting children.” (Ardentinny Community Action Plan 2015)

© Crown copyright and database rights 2025 Ordnance Survey AL100017966

- IronsideFarrar
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Arrochar / Succoth / Tarbet 1 Eauippedplay [T

but only 1 equipped play facility (EP03).
Glen Loin Playing Field provides limited
informal play and sports opportunity for
Succoth. Arrochar play area is around
1.5km away. The villages share facilities
with the nearby village of Tarbet. The
Open Space Audit (2007) concluded that
the range of open spaces provide a good
balance of provision for residents and
visitors, although their condition requires
to be addressed. The play area site
required landscape enhancements.

\59

Arrochar and Succoth are villages that have grown along the top of Loch Long, surrounded by mountains. In Succoth housing has Naturallplay E
recently been built and phase 2 is being explored. There is a proposal to create a new village ‘centre’ beside the Three Villages Hall. 4 spaces lz’ £
Open Space Audit (?)

Open Space and Play Provision ) = ic]lcentified a good range E
There are a number informal play spaces iy [ 1 m I @fpIEt SPEEE [PIONISIolT O
in the villages of Arrochar and Succoth, g A Glen Lomn\ﬁaymg field &
: N EPO3 62 Q

)

i)

Q

wn

0 Village

o@‘ Destination Play Space

+&@, Located at tourist hubs
g

NEAP
.
g Neighbourhood
&% Equipped Area for Play

Play Audit Priorities
* Develop a masterplan for Arrochar

Play Area (EP03) to provide a range ,N‘ LEAP
of play zones for all ages and @ Local Equipped Area for
abilities. Play

* Extend the use of Arrochar Sports
Field (1PO7) to provide a better pitch
/ sports facility, activities for older
children and teenagers.

* Provide new play area in Glen Loinn
Playing fields, for a range of ages -
delivered in association with new
housing developments.

-4
@
«8* |ocal Area for Play

-—y
(@)
Natural Play Space
v ySp

* Aspirational Play Space

© Crown copyright and database rights 2025 Ordnance Survey AL100017966
“Improve play parks in Arrochar and create new play park
in Succoth”, “More natural and adventure play
equipment” and “Varied recreational activities such as
multi use games area, pump track and dog exercise area”

Play Sufficiency Assessment (Arrochar, Tarbet & Ardlui Local Place Plan 2023) ronsidefarrar




Arrochar / Succoth / Tarbet

Tarbet is a small village clustered around the junction of the A82 and A83 roads with stunning views of Loch Lomond. Its location as a
transport hub is reinforced by the train station, the jetty in Tarbet Bay and the West Loch Lomond Cycle Route.

Open Space and Play Provision

Tarbet contains an extensive area of
amenity open space besides the carpark
and pier. There is also a grass sports pitch
with play facilities, opposite the Primary
School. It shares facilities with the nearby
villages of Arrochar and Succoth. There is |

little connectivity between the spaces
themselves and the numerous paths

throughout the village. The Play Audit

identified 1 equipped play space in

Tarbet. The Open Space Audit (LUC,

2007) concluded that the majority of

other spaces have potential for

improvement both in terms of landscape
enhancement and to provide more Yo o
functional open space for the community an Targat
and visitors.

Play Audit Priorities
* Prepare a masterplan for the playing e
field, including an all ages / abilities v
play area, facilities for older children,
landscape features / seating and safe et
A82 crossing. N

Tarbet Playing Field

Play Sufficiency Assessment

1 Natural Play
spaces

Open Space Audit
a good of open space
provision, but they
need improving

m Quality Score

EP27 62
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© Village with a primary school

- T g3l

o@‘ Destination Play Space

+&@, Located at tourist hubs
g

Tar%etToiIets
%3 o, NEAP

L] : Neighbourhood
&% Equipped Area for Play

’~ LEAP
\@) IF_,cl)caI Equipped Area for
ay

-4
@
«8* |ocal Area for Play

-—y
(@)
Natural Play Space
v ySp

* Aspirational Play Space

© Crown copyright/and database rights 2025 Ordnance Survey AL100017966

“More natural and adventure play equipment” and “there is a
desire for play park improvements and older age group activity”
and “recreational activities such as multi use games area, pump
track and dog exercise” (Arrochar, Tarbet & Ardlui Local Place Plan 2023)

IronsideFarrar




Balloch 7 Equipped play

areas

Balloch sits on the shores of Loch Lomond and forms the southern gateway to the National Park, to Loch Lomond, Balloch Castle

Natural Pla
Country Park and Loch Lomond Shores. Duck Bay Marina is located on the A82, on the western banks of Loch Lomond. 4 Y

spaces

Open Space Audit
identified a good range

Open Space and Play Provision of open space and play

There are a range of play spaces in o © Crown copyrig Btabase rights 2025 Ordnance provision
residential areas, at Balloch Castle 7 P e .

&
Country Park and Loch Lomond Shores. o

The Play Audit identified 7 equipped play ’
spaces in Balloch. The Open Space Audit i
(2007) identified a good range of open
space provision for the settlement,
including visual amenity, informal
recreation in natural/semi natural
surroundings and play facilities.

Settlement Summary

e o With primary school
| House

m

Play Audit Priorities

* Replace facilities for older children /
teens at North Moss O'Balloch MD%‘;:\EE:W
(EP06), including a new skate park ‘

*  Proposed Mountain Bike Trails will 3%

.0' . Destination Play Space
‘.' Located at tourist hubs
NEP34 o NEAP
~ e L
S a.®. Neighbourhood
?'6

. ’ i
add to the offer for older children. EPO5 85 a® Equipped Area for Play
° o
Lomond Shores p!ay offer should be — ) LEAP
extended to provide a range of S \ B A, 06 F o @ Local Equipped Area for
equipped and natural play EPO7 88 oo s N ‘ e Play
opportunities, in EP04 and P32 56 e 74 ‘ [)€PO7 v 2amle LAP
. - 4 - L |

Drumkinnon Bay. =N 8* [ocal Area for Play

EP33 56 X

AN -—y
EP34 71 /Q/ I@‘ Natural Play Space

“Some improvements required to the play area
opposite St Kessog’s Church” and “support for a
sports and recreation area on the west side of the
River Leven.” (LDP Open Day 2013)

Lorchr Lomond Shores

- IronsideFarrar
Play Sufficiency Assessment




CEUGELE

Balmaha is a small rural community striving to build affordable housing. It has a large car park, National Park visitor centre, a ferry to

. . . . . Natural Play
the island nature reserve of Inchcailloch and path links to the West Highland Way and Conic Hill. 1

spaces

Open Space Audit

The recreational spaces

are suitable for both
Conic Hill visitors and residents

o "

£S

Open Space and Play Provision
Balmaha waterfront park provides a m
centrally located open space in the
village. The play space is besides the EPO8 56
visitor centre but is limited in play value
and equipment provided. The Play Audit
identified 1 equipped play space in
Balmaha. The Open Space Audit (2007)
noted that the recreational spaces are
suitable for both visitors and residents
and provide opportunities to appreciate
the landscape setting.

-
Q)
&
&
D)
wn
—
(@
)]
&
Q
)
=
()]
wn

@  SmallRural Communities

Play Audit Priorities

* Landscape improvements at the
visitor centre should include
elements of natural play in the
design.

* Enhance the existing equipped play

+<aer, Destination Play Space
* ‘.' Located at tourist hubs

NEAP
KO
g Neighbourhood
&% Equipped Area for Play

,‘ LEAP
area, providing play provision for the @‘ Local Equipped Area for
village and visitors. Play

e Complete the cycle path between

S
» LAP
Drymen and Balmaha. "'

«8* |ocal Area for Play

-—y
(@)
Natural Play Space
v ySp

© Crown copyright and database rights:2025 Ordnance Survey AL100017966 * Asplratlonal Play Space

The tourism plan recommends providing natural play in
the area besides the visitor centre, in conjunction with
landscape improvements and place improvements.
(Balmaha STID)

IronsideFarrar
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Callander

Callander is an 18t century planned town, on the banks of the River Teith. It is the largest town in the National Park, acting as an
eastern gateway. The spectacular backdrop of Ben Ledi and Callander Crags adds to its appeal as a tourism destination.

Open Space and Play Provision

The town of Callander contains 3
equipped play spaces, located at the
Meadows, near Roman Camp and at
Claish South. There are also a number of
natural play spaces around the town,
including The Crags and the playing fields
beside the primary school. The Open
Space Audit (2007) identified a good
range of open space provision.

Play Audit Priorities

* Improve the accessibility to the Rec
Ground, along with improvements to
the path network around Roman
Camp and to the town centre.

* Masterplan for the Meadows,
including a Destination Play Space,
for all ages / abilities and natural
play / biodiversity upgrades, is
further developed and/or underway.

* Develop a community open space at
the school playing fields, with access
to the town and new housing sites.

* Ensure that all play / open spaces are

linked by high quality paths.

Callander Rec Ground

Play Sufficiency Assessment

3 Equipped play
areas

3 Natural Play
spaces

|#]

Open Space Audit

well maintained with a
range of recreational
activities

m Quality Score
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wn

EPO9 71
EP10 62
EP11 68

(CallandenCrags!

'\ The Loch Lomond ’@‘ Destination Play Space

and-the Trossachs g Fl .
Naltinsl Féok e Located at tourist hubs

D
o

\

v, NEAP
> g Neighbourhood
_\/ Ya® Equipped Area for Play
fin X
I~ LEAP
@‘ Il;c|>cal Equipped Area for
ay

P-4
@ v
«8* |ocal Area for Play

* Aspirational Play Space

‘Improve the Meadows area and play park” and
“a play space in the centre of town” and “a

community owned sports field / events space”
(Callander Local Place Plan 2022)

© Crown copyright and database rig’Hts
2025 Ordnance Survey AL100017966

Claisfﬁ)uth Callander

IronsideFarrar




Crianlarich

Crianlarich is a village on the banks of the River Fillan and adjacent to the West Highland rail line. The high level railway bridge is a >
- A : C : A Natural Play ©
defining feature within the village, which is surrounded by the mountain peaks of Ben More and Stob Binnein. 2 spaces c
Open Space Audit =)
a good supply of open 2
Open Space and Play Provision space, suitable for a E
Crianlarich contains only a few open m small highland village ()
spaces, including the community o o g
woodland to the east of the village, a Tyndrum =
small play area besides the youth hostel 5
and an area besides the river where & / 0
young people play. The Play Audit
identified 1 equipped play space. The © Village with a primary school
Open Space Audit (2007) noted there is a
good supply of open space, reflecting its e ,
VerFin, :
characteristics as a small highland village. i ’“\ ‘
Play Audit Priorities Ef ’ ' g » Destination Plav S
. i Crianlarich ! +g@R, Destination Play Space
Upgrade play are,a and adjacent open Ao, 1@: Located at tourist hubs
space / community woodland Laralchis Sy g

entrance. (22

* Extend provision for young people
either on the play area site or
riverside site, including places to
‘hang out’ and things to do. Plans
should be developed in consultation

with the local community.

NEAP
.
g Neighbourhood
&% Equipped Area for Play

Inverardran,.,
= _ LEAP
'®‘ Local Equipped Area for
A Pl
ay

Mallogh Ro ad

Gla oy,

-4
@
«8* |ocal Area for Play

-—y
[ 1

Natural Play Space
\ 2 y sp

© Crofin copyright and database rights 2025 Ordnance Survey A100017966 * Aspirational PIay Space

“Could benefit from better play facilities” and
“Improve the provision for young people,

! = including places to ‘hang out’ and things to do.”
Crianlarich Play Area ~Ci mur 1 - (Strathfillan Place Plan 2021)

IronsideFarrar
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Croftamie

Croftamie is a small linear settlement which lies on the southern edge of the National Park. The NCN 7 runs through Croftamie, along

Natural Pla
the route of the former railway. Y

spaces

Open Space Audit
potential to provide
play facilities within the
village and path access

Open Space and Play Provision .
Croftamie does not contain any play \m
spaces, reflecting the size of the [ £ S !

. . EP13 Not assessed
settlement. There is play available at the
nursery which is due to close and
relocate in Drymen (this site was not
assessed). The Catter Burn runs along the
south of the settlement, with areas of
woodland. NCN 7 runs through
Croftamie, along the route of the former
railway. The Open Space Audit (2007)
concluded that there is potential to
provide play facilities within the

-
Q)
&
&
D)
wn
—
(@
)]
&
Q
)
=
()]
wn

0 Village

o .0' . Destination Play Space
settlement and to provide interpretation B ‘.' Located at tourist hubs
and access opportunities associated with

o, NEAP
open space. S & | g Neighbourhood

Play Audit Priorities > »\“‘“““‘ &% Etquipped Area for Play

* Provide a children’s play facility in a i ST b ,é‘ LEAP
suitable central local open space. < ;clical Equipped Area for
ay

* Improve footpath and enhance to
become a walking cycling route
between Croftamie and Drymen. Saliey Bty

-4
@
«8* |ocal Area for Play

caverm e

-—y
(@)
Natural Play Space
v ySp

|A800
© Crown copyright and database rights 2025'Ordnance Survey AL100017966 \ * Aspirational Play Space

“There is a need for a children’s play area/open space
= recreational area in the village” (LDP Open Day 2013)

Croftamie Nursery

- IronsideFarrar
Play Sufficiency Assessment




Drymen 2 Equipped play

. . . . . " , . areas )
Drymen is an attractive, historic village close to the eastern shore of Loch Lomond. It is centred around a ‘Village Green’ which was Natural Play E
the focus of 18t - 20t century cattle markets and is now an important space at the heart of the village. 2 spaces c
Open Space Audit u:)
well provided with a
Open Space and Play Provision R range of open space 'E
B337]
Drymen is a compact settlement and is =y m Quality Score types and a woodland Q
centred around a ‘Village Green’. There \ £
. . EP14 74 O
are 3 areas of open space, including the ! By s
Primar;
Charles Crescent play space, the playing : schaal EP15 35 b
N = Drymen Communityj
fields and community woodland. The Play ; 9 k n
Audit identified 2 equipped play spaces. * s
The Open Space Audit (2007) noted that © Village with a primary school
Drymen is well provided with a range of \ Morpary iy, Char Cruscon
open space types, but improvements to ‘ Cone cm@!EPM
quality could be made. &
%o, Morpposs S ,’
Play Audit Priorities 1 o / ’ o i ation Pl
* Provide improved recreational : ) i =) .’@‘. estination Play Space
A $ ! PS- W, Located at tourist hubs
facilities and adventure play for g g . . o
older children on Drymen Playing i |\ Sl 5 Sl or, NEAP
Fields (IP22) e.g. bike or skate park, a 7 i % IDrymen & () Neighbourhood
sand pit, a flying fox or bigger ‘ ) ) 7‘ &% Equipped Area for Play
swings. 5 WAV Y e o, LEAP
nn F CoV | o
* Upgrade Ardmore Gardens as a ‘ ‘ i \@‘ Local Equipped Area for
" 8e
neighbourhood garden and play ; % Play

space.
* Complete cycle path between
Drymen and Balmaha.

S
‘@: P
«8* |ocal Area for Play

-—y
(@)
Natural Play Space
v ySp

* Aspirational Play Space

“Improve the existing play / recreation / sporting
facilities for people of all ages and introduce new
options where possible.” (Drymen Place Plan 2023)

Crown copyright and database.rights 2025 Ordnance Survey AL109017966

Charles Crescent Park Charles Crescent-Park

Rear of Ardmore Gardens

- IronsideFarrar
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1 Natural Play
spaces

Open Space Audit
the overall condition and
quality of open spaces

[
| . m Quality Score should be improved
%%,

Open Space and Play Provision
Gartmore contains a good range of open | :
space types for a settlement of its size. | ‘ “ p1e g2

Gartmore
Gartmore is a picturesque 18t century estate village, located to the south of Aberfoyle. The village is set in a picturesque setting on

the edge of the Queen Elizabeth Forest Park.

Settlement Summary

This includes a playing field, play area,
amenity space, school, church, cemetery /
and a central civic space. The play space ' : &
is centrally located, just off Main Street. ;‘ i: )
/" 5: © Village with a primary school
T

The Play Audit identified 1 equipped play
spaces. The Open Space Audit (2007)
noted that the overall condition and
quality of open spaces should be

+<aer, Destination Play Space
)y Located at tourist hubs

improved.
Play Audit Priorities = d
* Provide sports facilities and facilities ! X : e
for older children and teenagers at - /Gartmore Y ‘ or, NEAP
the football grounds (1P24). 1 el i}g A, 3 .' » Neighbourhood
: g xS &% Equipped Area for Play
% g y .
&
Gartmore & -—y
Pnr‘nary % \(*' ’®‘ LEAP '
School € L\ A Local Equipped Area for
/// /g///%ﬂ . ] Play
Ve nu - .- .‘
» LAP
: . g
«8* |ocal Area for Play

1%
) Natural Play Space
© Crown copyright and database rights
2025 Ordnance Survey AL100017966 * Aspirational P|ay Space

“People wanted to see the playpark improved” and
“an indoor sports facility or place for young people
to meet.” (LDP Open Day 2013)

IronsideFarrar

Gartmore Football Grounds

Gartmore Play Area

Gartmore Play Aréa

Play Sufficiency Assessment



Gartocharn

Gartocharn is a small linear traditional village, stretching along the A811, located to the east of Loch Lomond. Gartocharn has a range

Natural Pla
of types of space including a large recreation ground and play area, school grounds and amenity space. spaces Y

Open Space Audit

Open Space and Play Provision : s e spaces are 1y

. . \ . good condition
Gartocharn serves a dispersed farming } m
community across the Kilmaronock area. X p— -
The village has a range of types of space )\
including a large recreation ground and
play area which is well maintained,
school grounds and amenity space. There
is a multi-sports (3G pitch) at the school.
The Play Audit identified 1 equipped play
spaces. The Open Space Audit (2007)
noted that the open spaces are
considered to be in good condition.

/

Settlement Summary

&
~ BALLOCH /

© Village with a primary school

Gartoc harn ™y . . .
Play Audit Priorities Ny m
* Ongoing maintenance of the play ' o ; o
area to ensure it is fit for purpose. 8 % or, NEAP
Gartoeharn g ’ag.? &) Neighbourhood
E "5,% ®& % Cquipped Area for Play
£ So
G :i ,é‘ LEAP '
;,) <& t?:;l Equipped Area for

-4
&
«8* |ocal Area for Play

7y
Natural Play Space
N\
© Crown copyright.and database rights 2025 Ordnance Survey AL100017966 * Aspirational Play Space
“Continue to improve play facilities” and “improve

drainage on football pitch & play park.”
(Kilmaronock Community Action Plan 2016)

Gartocharn Rec Ground Gartocharn Rec Ground

- IronsideFarrar
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Killin

Killin is an 18t century highland village located within a magnificent natural setting created by the Falls of Dochart, Ben Lawers and

the Tarmachan mountains. Killin is a gateway to the National Park and is popular with tourists.

Open Space and Play Provision

1 Equipped play
areas

1 Natural Play
spaces

|#]

Open Space Audit
a range of good quality
open space provision

o)

The main open space in Killin is located to Finlarig 2\‘, for residents & visitors
the north of the village, besides the \\;7
Sports Club and community hall. There is L
an extensive area of children’s play b
space, with a football field, bowling blub 1 \\ /
and tennis courts adjacent to it. The Play et DOchary \
Audit identified 1 equipped play space. ot uovh'fw i \\., © Village with a primary school
The Open Space Audit (LUC, 2007) noted ;
that there is a range of open space
provision for both residents and visitors, ~ :‘
generally in good to average condition. T"iﬁ%'r‘f;}ni 3 $EP1S ¢, |
However, there is opportunity for an AT illin oZakt, Destination Play Space
overall enhancement of the quality of the 8 "@ Located at tourist hubs
open spaces. om, NEAP
Play Audit Priorities 5 @) Negnbournooc
* Consider installing equipment for v %%G . AHppec At TerTey

older children and teens in | s % LEAP

Breadalbane Park, in consultation ' ! S \@‘ Local Equipped Area for

with the local community. ' Achmore Play

". LAP

-

«8* |ocal Area for Play

© Crown copyright and database rights 2025 Ordnance Survey AL100017966

‘ Natural Play Space

* Aspirational Play Space

m Quality Score

EP18 85

Settlement Summary

“There should be new facilities in Breadalbane Park

including an indoor sports facility, a bike or skate park”
(Killin & Ardeonaig Community Place Plan 2021)

Breadalbane Rec Gr

Breadalbane Rec Ground

Killin Sports Club

- IronsideFarrar
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Kilmun / Strone / Blairmore

Kilmun, Strone and Blairmore combine to form an extensive linear stretch of houses from the Holy Loch around to Loch Long. The

) - ) . . . Natural Play
villages were developed as Victorian seaside resorts. Kilmun contains an arboretum, sea front promenade and other open spaces. 2

spaces

Open Space Audit

some of the waterfront
amenity spaces lack
visual interest

peoy
R

Open Space and Play Provision
e Kilmun contains a range of open spaces including an arboretum, sea (zze0)
. front promenade, churchyard and cemetery, play area and car parking
areas. Semi natural/ancient woodland extends behind the houses
from the Manse to Graham’s Point. The Play Audit identified 1
equipped play space in Kilmun. The Open Space Audit (LUC, 2007)
concluded that Graham's Point provides an attractive location with
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© Village with a primary school

~ = High Road:~ ~

=, good views over Holy Loch and beyond. However, some of the other -~
i waterfront amenity spaces lack visual interest. ‘ ( 1
. Blairemiore Hall
m Quality Score A o :
i Blairmore
EP19 65 ‘ | :@‘ Destination Play Space
% " & B ‘.' Located at tourist hubs
> s
23 7}
Play Audit Priorities > N ‘ K e EE'A:b ood
) ! } ei ourhoo
* Upgrade the play area at Graham's =~ : ’ * " °
. . Yep1o s - , &% Equipped Area for Play
Point (EP19) to provide formal and b | e s . = /
informal play opportunities for use 5 ,@‘ LEAP
by residents in all 3 villages. I £ \&)" Local Equipped Area for
e Upgrade the space at Blairmore e g - Play
Hall as an attractive village space o9 % / :‘ % LAP
with gardens, equipped play, '?“e,wﬁﬁ,ne Strong ! 48* |ocal Area for Play

picnic benches and seating. ,"" -
Natural Play Space
s y>op

) * Aspirational Play Space
“hore Road OWERED EY @

“Develop plans for the upgrade of the green to an
attractive village space that includes picnic, seating areas,
some play equipment, and a garden with biodiversity in
Graham'’s Point Blairmore Hall mind.” (Benmore& Kilmun Local Community Action Plan 2013)

IronsideFarrar
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Graham’s-Point

Play Sufficiency Assessment




. Equipped play
Kinlochard 1 Eaui M

Kinlochard is a dispersed settlement at the western end of Loch Ard. The open spaces in Kinlochard are focused around the loch shore

. s . Natural Play
and comprise play facilities, waterfront open space and amenity greenspace. 1 spaces

Open Space Audit

Open Space and Play Provision identified a good range

L of open space provision
The open spaces in Kinlochard are m Quality Score

focused around the loch shore and
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. ea EP20 62
comprise play facilities, waterfront open
space and amenity greenspace. The (&2
surrounding hillsides are wooded with
coniferous forestry. The Play Audit ‘
identified 1 equipped play space in Kinlochard ‘ @  SmallRural Communities
Kinlochard. The Open Space Audit (LUC,
2007) concluded that the spaces are A EE
generally in good condition and provide a
f facilities for th LEP20 4
good range of facilities for the y o
community. = ___ KinlochardlSide Field 0@‘ Destination Play Space
o H e Located at tourist hubs
Play Audit Priorities N e
* Ongoing maintenance of the play ow, NEAP
area to ensure it is fit for purpose. 7 '@. Neighbourhood
* Provide facilities for older children in - &% Equipped Area for Play
Kinlochard Community Field (1P27) "~ LEAP

@‘ Local Equipped Area for
Play

-4
@
«8* |ocal Area for Play

Loch Ard

-—y
(@)
Natural Play Space
v ySp
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“Improving play facilities and park for families and children.”
(Kinlochard Community Life Plan 2022)

Kinlochard Play Area Kinlochard Side Field

- IronsideFarrar
Play Sufficiency Assessment




Lochearnhead

Lochearnhead is located at the western head of Loch Earn and the foot of Glen Ogle. It is a largely linear settlement, extending along Natural Play
the lengths of the A84 and A85. The NCN 7 runs along the route of the disused railway, located to the west of the settlement. spaces

Open Space Audit
there is considerable
Open Space and Play Provision . ‘ scope to improve the

Lochearnhead contains 1 main open m open spaces
space in the residential area to the north
of the A85. The Play Audit identified 1
equipped play space in Lochearnhead.
The Open Space Audit (LUC, 2007)
concluded that there is considerable
scope to improve the open spaces within
this settlement in terms of access and
connectivity and overall quality.

EP21 59
Lochearnhead

)
Q)
&
&
)
wn
)
(@
)]
&
@
)
Balquhidder 5
wn

Auchraw Brag

0 Village

Play Audit Priorities
* Upgrade the play area to provide a
range of play zones, connecting
paths and an attractive landscaped
area to provide seating for use by the -}

+<aer, Destination Play Space
* ‘.' Located at tourist hubs

ow, NEAP

. . . A 2 O
wider community. Provide facilities ‘/ g & (1y) § Neighbourhood
. - ’ i
for young people. Review security M ; a® Equipped Area for Play
1 4 y
. . . )

arrangt?ments / ffencmg. Consider o o 74 I-.‘ LEAP
relocation to besides the former 1 ERd9 Qo\“ @ Local Equipped Area for
watersports site. 7 & Play

/

i PSS
& - . : «8* |ocal Area for Play
m“@ ~ Edinample 4
i e

-—y
(@)
Natural Play Space
v ySp
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“Our play park could really do with an upgrade and ideally moved to a
flatter, more central point in the village” and “not enough for young
people.” (Balquhidder, Lochearnhead, Strathyre Community Place Plan 2022)

Vorlich Road Play Area

- IronsideFarrar
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Lochgoilhead

The village is enclosed by steep mountains and forest which create a remote and almost isolated character. An established holiday

Natural Pla
park dominates the west side of the village. The arboretum contains a series of paths and provides access to the Argyll Forest. 2 Y

spaces

Open Space Audit
the village is well

provided with open
space

Open Space and Play Provision

The primary recreational open space m
within the village centre is the large EP31 82
arboretum, which contains a series of

paths and provides access to the Argyll

Forest, a popular destination for walkers,

mountain bikers and horse riding. The

site also provides parking for visitors. The

Play Audit identified 1 equipped play i
space in Lochgoilhead. The Open Space ,
Audit (LUC, 2007) concluded that the Drimsynie |
village is well provided with open spaces.

Settlement Summary

© Village with a primary school

4
Bowling[Green

b~ ) “ . . .
Play Audit Priorities @ : K ' ‘ :@z Destination Pl'ay Space
. . / = - o\@W» Located at tourist hubs
e Ongoing maintenance of the play / T, & \ ‘ L oue
area to ensure it is fit for purpose. // S \// Sy o, NEAP

/ L : Neighbourhood

&% Equipped Area for Play

"" LEAP
\@‘ IF_,cl)caI Equipped Area for
ay

-4
@
«8* |ocal Area for Play

-—y
(@)
Natural Play Space
v ySp

* Aspirational Play Space

“Wide support for the protection of the arboretum”
and “Develop multi-use spaces providing open access

for social purposes and businesses.” (Lochgoil
Community Action Plan 2018)

- IronsideFarrar
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Equipped play
Luss 1 areas r[r\

destination, with a pier, parking area and camping ground. spaces

The attractive planned estate village of Luss is located on the western banks of Loch Lomond, just off the A82. Luss is a popular visitor 2 Natural Play lz’

Open Space Audit

Open Space and Play Provision identified a good range

Luss contains a few key open spaces, m
providing natural and equipped play. The EP23 38

play area is centrally located in an

attractive open space. The Church Glebe

offers semi-natural woodland to explore

and the open spaces around the visitor

centre are an important destination area

for visitors to the village. The Play Audit :
identified 1 equipped play space in Luss. S 2
The Open Space Audit (LUC, 2007) ‘
concluded that there is a good range of

open space.

of open space provision
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© Village with a primary school

o@‘ Destination Play Space

+&@, Located at tourist hubs
g

Play Audit Priorities
NEAP
ST
g Neighbourhood
&% Equipped Area for Play

* Ongoing maintenance of the play
area to ensure it is fit for purpose.
* Consider extending the facilities for

= _ LEAP
older children / teens in the adjacent . (@‘ Local Equipped Area for
Village Green. Play

* Provide play opportunities for =

disabled children, involving local
children in the process.

-4
@
«8* |ocal Area for Play

©-Crown copyright and databas rights 2025 Ordnance Survey AL100017988
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Natural Play Space
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“Improve the playpark — for older children and
teens” (Luss & Arden Local Place Plan 2023) The STID
recommends “providing play facilities for toddlers
and teens (e.g. natural play).”

WA J " { =i 1k
: vh’.n.ff"’!‘,f'{ﬁ"’ﬂ. J’ Ly } K

L \ﬂ

Luss Play Area

Luss picnic area

- IronsideFarrar
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. . Equipped play
Milton of Buchanan / Buchanan Smithy 2 et >
Milton of Buchanan is a very small linear settlement to the north of Buchanan Castle Historic Garden and designed landscape. 0 Natural Play @
spaces -
Open Space Audit (13)
o Adequate open space "
Open Space and Play Provision : : : : provision, reflecting the C
Milton of Buchanan is well provided with Y g m size of the villages )
a play area, churchyard and car parking ) e = g
area around village hall. The Play Audit =
identified 1 equipped play space in EP29 4 5
Milton of Buchanan and 1 in Buchanan Z
Smithy. The Open Space Audit (LUC, =% Milton of lafpm 1
2007) concluded that the open space pBuchanan @ Z ‘ ' © Village with a primary school
facilities provide the opportunities which \ el
would be expected in a settlements of
this size. ‘
&)
Play Audit Priorities » —
* Milton of Buchanan: Ongoing .‘@‘_ Destination Pl'ay Space
. W, Located at tourist hubs
maintenance of the play area to N o
ensure it is fit for purpose. . ox, NEAP
* Buchanan Smithy: Review the use of . : — i@. Neighbourhood
this door-step play space and ‘ @ Bl ¥ ® Equipped Area for Play
enhance the open space for use by ‘ $ : Smithy (= LEAP
. & ‘ y 7 u
the local residents. ‘ f; { ~ @!; -5 7-:‘:EP29 @‘ Local Equipped Area for
p g4 7 Play
: -
el | @
3 =l & ' : 48* |ocal Area for Play
£ 5 AL \ ,-.
2 by N Natural Play Space
3 v ySp
4 Crown copyright and database r'\ghts\ 2025 Qrdnahce Survey AL100017966 * Aspirational PIay Space

“Better recreation activities for young people and
visitors.” (Buchanan Community Action Plan 2015)

Buchanan' Smithy

- IronsideFarrar
Play Sufficiency Assessment




St Fillans

St Fillans is located at the eastern end of Loch Earn, in a spectacular landscape setting. It is a small linear village of a planned estate.

There are a number of loch side hotels and guest houses and a golf course close to the village.

Open Space and Play Provision

The only play facilities are provided in St m :

. f . - F
Fillan's Woodland and Field. The Play EP30 35 o ,;zi:j

Audit identified 1 equipped play space in :

St Fillans. The Open Space Audit (LUC, /
2007) concluded that St Fillans has a y

good distribution of open space
throughout the settlement.

Play Audit Priorities

* Ongoing maintenance of the play
area to ensure it is fit for purpose.

* Consider extending the facilities for
older children / teens.

St Fillans Woodland and Field

Play Sufficiency Assessment

1 Natural Play
spaces

Open Space Audit
identified a good
distribution of open
space

S Village:
P‘\\\ 2 PY 0 9

oS

b¢ Stry;,. "é‘ Destination Play Space
B '3
g

(g op—— % River Earn Located at tourist hubs

o == e my NEAP
(oenEAm A% /M) Neighbourhood
ou™ &% Equipped Area for Play

S

,Q‘ LEAP
@ Local Equipped Area for
Play
S
;.. LAP
«8* |ocal Area for Play

-—y
(@)
Natural Play Space
v ySp

* Aspirational Play Space

“Our play park is well used and appreciated by children
and parents alike, although, there is a lack of spaces
and activities for our teenagers.” (St Fillans Community
Place Plan 2023)

IronsideFarrar

Settlement Summary




Strathyre

Strathyre is linear village, built along the eastern side of the A84, located in the narrow wooded valley of the River Balvag. The village

-
: o . . ; : . ; Natural Play ®©
shares a range of community facilities and services with neighbouring villages. The NCN 7 passes through the village. 4 spaces c
Open Space Audit 8
a good range of open o
Open Space and Play Provision ; space provision, but C
There is a good level of provision of open m / they need improving Q
space with a range of types for local EP25 74 ! g
people and visitors. There is a good ; Lochearnhead =
network of paths in the surrounding ’ Bauitcier 5
woodland and a large caravan site is / L

located to the south of the settlement.

The Play Audit identified 1 equipped play
space in Strathyre. The Open Space Audit PR~ : ; _
(LUC, 2007) concluded that the key focus T
for improvement in Strathyre would be

landscape improvements to enhance the
visual amenity of the spaces for residents \

Strathy el
Primary \
and visitors. Schoal 1

1

Strathyre|ReclGround © Village with a primary school

*

‘ 0@‘ Destination Play Space
'm i :
- Located at tourist hubs

Play Audit Priorities |

\ River Balvag Sdutheast
\

Upgrade Civic Square play area, by \

providing more equipment, seating,

and a BBQ area and wider open

o w, NEAP
L] g Neighbourhood
&% Equipped Area for Play

=_ LEAP
s i i ’@‘ Local Equipped Area f
pace improvements. ! &)’ Local Equipped Area for
* Provide youth facility e.g. bike / h Play
skate board park / seating at Rec .

'\ Strathyre[RicniclGround (Broch) fi

Ground (IP37).

Improve connectivity of the open
spaces in the village.

uy
L)
LY
@
. «8* |ocal Area for Play
lgha,,es »
Urn

-—y
[ 1

Natural Play Space
\ 2 y sp
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“Improve the recreation ground by providing more equipment, seating
and a BBQ area” and “It would be nice to see a bigger play park.”
(Balquhidder, Lochearnhead, Strathyre Community Place Plan 2022)

: lStréy:ly"rAg Civic Square

- IronsideFarrar
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Equipped play
Tyndrum 1 areas rﬂ.\

Tyndrum has the character of a highland village framed and enclosed by the dramatic landscape of rugged hills and mountains. It is in

. . . o . . . Natural Play
a key junction of the main routes to Glasgow, Fort William, Argyll and Perthshire. The West Highland Way passes through the village. 2 spaces Q}

Open Space Audit
good open space
provision, reflecting the
size of the village

Open Space and Play Provision
Tyndrum contains one playspace and a m/
sports pitch. There is path access along EP28 59

the river corridor and a number of other Tyndrum

open spaces, including a community

woodland. The Play Audit identified 1 & /
0 Village

Settlement Summary

equipped play space in Tyndrum. The
Open Space Audit (LUC, 2007) concluded
that Tyndrum has a good level of open
space provision for a settlement of its
size.

Play Audit Priorities

o -
» Upgrade Tyndrum Play Area, .‘ﬁ‘ Destination Play Space
»

lw Located at tourist hubs

including activities for older children, )
along with wider open space TyndrumjWest of Burn or, NE'AP
improvements. i’ 9 Neughbourhood
* Develop the bike skills park. &% Equipped Area for Play
-y
() ST
\&," Local Equipped Area for
Upper Tyndrum PIay
.y

‘.
;Q. LAP

Local Area for Play

-—y
,#‘ Natural Play Space

N\
* Aspirational Play Space

“Tyndrum could benefit from better play facilities” and
“provide a kickabout and improve the play park” and

“Improve the provision for young people” (Strathfillan
Community Place Plan 2021)

Tyndrum Play Area

- IronsideFarrar
Play Sufficiency Assessment




Play Assessment

The audit included an assessment of the quality, quantity and
accessibility of play opportunities in each settlement within the
National Park. This involved the consideration of play provision at both
a neighbourhood and National Park wide scale, to help consider if the
everyday play needs and demands of children are being met locally.
The assessment provides an overall picture as to the provision of play
opportunities in the area.

The following sections sets out the assessment of the current play
resource, according to the following three standards:

1. Quality
2. Quantity
3. Accessibility

This localised approach will help support 20 minute neighbourhoods,
and in informing place-based local development plans. It can help to
provide an overview of the distribution of play opportunities across the
local authority area and may highlight where certain provisions can be
met between localities or where gaps exist in some localities so local
development plans may make new provision.

Play Assessment



Play Quality

Quality of the play opportunities in the National Park have been The quality scores have been banded into the following categories:
assessed using the PSA assessment tool to score the equipped play

spaces. Appendix 1 contains the sites that were included in the quality SIS AT (SELl e aaeisiomine
assessment and the quality score allocated to them, reflecting their Score of 65% or more Score 50% - 64% Score of below 50%
current quality assessed against the quality assessment criteria. 17 are providing 11 sites are providing 3 sites under

. excellent provision: good provision: performing:
Play Quality Standard ) ) o )

. . . * 2in Aberfoyle * 1lin Arrochar * 1lin Crianlarich
Provision of a good to excellent quality play space and associated « 4inBalloch « 3inBalloch * 1in Drymen
facilities (good = over 50%, excellent = over 65% quality score), e 2in Callander e 1inBalmaha e 1inBuchanan
providing safe play opportunities for children and young people of all * 1inDrymen * 1in Callander Smithy
ages (0 to 17 years). e 1in Gartmore * 1inKinlochard

* 1in Gartocharn * 1inLochearnhead
The quality scores of all the 32 play spaces audited were analysed and * LlinKillin * Llin Milton of

(':I ) y ) play sp ) ) y * linKilmun Buchanan
the findings informed the recommendations for action to address oA s S e T
deficiencies in quality of play spaces. 3 sites were identified as under * 1in Strathyre e 1inTyndrum
performing, and the majority (90% of the sites) were considered to be * linStFillans

good or excellent provision. * linlochgoilhead

The chart illustrates each of the open spaces included in the quality

assessment. Each bar represents a site quality score, ordered from Quality Scores

the lowest to the highest score. The majority of the assessed sites are 150
in good or excellent condition, with only 3 considered in a “poor SE
condition” located in Crianlarich, Drymen and Buchanan Smithy. E
v 60
Key i
D Excellent quality (above 65%) : 30
|:| Good quality (50 - 64%) IE

|:| Poor quality (below 50%) 0 . ” -

F
EP29
EP1

F
EP33

F

F
EPOS
EP28
EP20
EPO4
EPOS

F
EP14
EP3

F
EP30
EPL

F
EPO1

Play Sufficiency Assessment
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Play Quality

Key Findings

All 18 settlements in the National Park have access to good quality
play space, with the majority of settlements containing at least 1 play
space considered good or excellent in terms of their quality. However,
the settlements of Buchanan Smithy and Crianlarich are the
settlements with the lowest average quality scores, both containing 1
play space which is under performing.

When considering the quality of play provision in each locality in the
national Park, the total number of sites with good quality play spaces
in the localities varies. East Loch Lomond has a low average quality
score (52.4%), with a number of small scale play facilities in the small
settlements and only 1 site with excellent provision in Drymen.
Drymen and Balmaha attract high numbers of visitors but have very
little play provision for visitors. Strathfillan & Glen Dochart has a low
average quality score (61.7%), due in part to the under performing
play area at Crianlarich, as Killin has excellent quality of provision and
Tyndrum has good quality provision.

The average quality score of all sites was 66.6%. The chart illustrates
the average quality scores of each of the Localities, with play areas in
East Loch Lomond significantly below the average. Strathfillan and
Glen Dochart locality is also below the average quality score.

Key
|1| Excellent quality (above 65%)

D Good quality (50 - 64%)
|:| Poor quality (below 50%)

Play Sufficiency Assessment
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Play Quantity

Quantity of the play opportunities can be assessed by considering the
number and range of play opportunities in settlements across the
National Park. The Fields in Trust sets standards for accessibility of
play spaces, but there are no Scotland or UK minimum standards for
numbers of play spaces. Observations can be made by comparing the
population of the various settlements with the number of play areas
and broad assessment made.

Play Quantity Standard

Provision of a range of informal and equipped play opportunities in
every town, village and small rural community, as appropriate to
population demographics and community need.

Key Findings - Number of Play Areas
The assessment has included the following observations:

* The 2 towns in the National Park (Balloch and Callander), contain a
range of play opportunities for children aged 0 - 17

* There are 18 villages in the National Park, most of which contain a
range of play opportunities for children aged 0 — 11

* There are a number of small rural communities, some of which
contain limited play facilities for younger children. Ardintinny,
Succoth, Balquidder, Croftamie and Port of Menteith do not
contain any play facilities

* The equipped play spaces are distributed throughout the localities,
in Callander & Strathearn (6 sites), Cowal (2 sites), East Loch
Lomond (6 sites), Strathard & the Trossachs (4 sites), Strathfillan &
Glen Dochart (3 sites) and West Loch Lomond (10 sites)

Play Sufficiency Assessment

== S =2 ]

The assessment has included the following observations:

* There are 32 equipped / formal play sites identified.

* Across the localities there are 9 NEAPs, 17 LEAPs and 6 LAPs, which
form the hierarchy of play spaces.

* There are 38 informal play sites identified, with most settlements
enjoying access to informal play sites and the wider countryside,
along path networks.

Number of Equipped & Informal Play Spaces
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* All Towns and villages in the National Park contain a play area,
apart from Ardintinny which has a very small population. When
the total population (approx. 18,640) of the settlements is
compared with the number of all types of play space, there is an
average of approximately 1 play area per 600 people. There is a
good distribution of equipped play spaces across the localities,
relative to the size of the settlements.



Number / distribution of equipped play space in each settlement

Locality Settlement Settlement
Hierarchy
Callander & Callander Town
Strathearn
Lochearnhead Village
St Fillans Village
Strathyre Village
Balquhidder Small rural
community
Cowal Kilmun/ Blairmore/ Village
Strone
Lochgoilhead Village
Ardintinny Village
East Loch Balmaha Small rural
Lomond community
Buchanan Smithy ~ Small rural
community
Drymen Village
Milton of Small rural
Buchanan community
Croftamie Small rural
community
Strathard & the Aberfoyle Village
Trossachs
Gartmore Village
Kinlochard Small rural
community
Port of Menteith Small rural
community

Play Sufficiency Assessment

Population (aged 0-15

in 2021)

427

96 (incl. Balquidder

and Strathyre)
117 (incl.Comrie)

96 (incl. Balquidder
and Lochearnhead)

Small community

89

93 (incl. Carrick Castle

and Ardentinny)

Small community

61 (incl. Milton of
Buchanan)
Small community
222
61 (incl. Balmaha)

90

126

81

72 in wider area

Small community

Higher than 15%
children

Small community

Higher than 15%
children

Small community

Small community

<10% of children,
low level of PS

children, most pop"

decline predicted
<10% of children

<10% of children

Small community

Small community

Higher than 15%
children

Small community

Small community

Higher than 15%
children
Small community

Small community

Small community

Population Review Equipped
Play Areas

3

LEAP

2

Equipped Play Areas (No.)
NEAP

1

Sites (No.)

3

Informal Play No. of sites with
all abilities play

1



Number / distribution of equipped play space in each settlement

Locality Settlement
Strathfillan & Crianlarich
Glen Dochart

Killin

Tyndrum
West Loch Arrochar / Succoth
Lomond

Balloch

Gartocharn

Luss

Tarbet

Play Sufficiency Assessment

Settlement
Hierarchy

Village

Village

Village

Village

Town
Village
Village

Village

Population (aged 0-15 Population Review

in 2021)

70 (incl. Tyndrum) <10% of children,

low level of PS
children, most pop"
decline predicted

138 Village

70 (incl. Crianlarich)  <10% of children,

low level of PS
children, most pop"
decline predicted
Higher than 15%
children

147 (incl. Tarbet)

423 High % of children
94 (incl. Kilmaronock)  Small community

57 Small community

147 (incl. Arrochar) Village

Equipped
Play Areas

1

Equipped Play Areas (No.)
LAP LEAP

1

Informal Play No. of sites with

NEAP Sites (No.) all abilities play
2 0
1 1 1
2 0
1 4 1
3* 5 3
1 0 0
2 1
1 0

* Destination Play Space



Play Quantity

Key Findings — Population Statistics and Trends

The assessment has included a review of current population of
children in each settlement, areas with most predicted population
decline and level of primary school aged children. The following
observations were made:

Aberfoyle, Arrochar / Succoth, Balloch, Callander, Drymen and St
Fillans have populations of more than 15% children

Ardentinny, Crianlarich, Kilmun, Lochgoilhead and Tyndrum have
lower levels of primary school aged children and are areas of the
most predicted population decline

Balloch is the only settlement in the National Park that contains
areas from the 20% most deprived areas in Scotland SIMD (2020

Scottish Government Social Indices of Multiple Deprivation data).

Settlements with the highest levels of overnight visitors include

Callander, Aberfoyle, Balloch, Killin, Drymen and Balmaha (LLTNP
Visitor Survey 2020)

m Meighbourhood Equipped
Area for Play (NEAP)

® Local Equipped Area for
Play (LEAP)
Local Area for Play (LAP)

Play Area Hierarchy

The focus for future investment in play areas, in response to the
existing population, predicted population changes and visitor
numbers should include the following settlements: Callander, St
Fillans, Drymen, Aberfoyle and Arrochar / Succoth.

Play Sufficiency Assessment

Key Findings - Play Facilities for different Age Groups

The assessment has included the following observations:

There are 30 equipped play spaces catering for the 0-4 age group
(typically LAPs or LEAPs) and 26 play spaces for the 5-11 age group
(typically LEAPs), demonstrating that there is good overall
provision of play for nursery and primary school aged children.
There are 11 equipped play spaces for the 12-15 age groups
(typically larger LEAPs and NEAPs), which can include equipment
designed for older children and often located within a play area or
including MUGAs or skate parks (NEAPs).

There are 4 facilities in the towns and larger villages which may
attract use by the 16-17 age group (e.g. fitness equipment,
skatepark, bike track, youth shelter) in Aberfoyle, Balloch,
Callander and St Fillans.

Number of Play Spaces - Age Group
35

30

30
26
25
20
15
11
10
4
. L]

Age Range 5-11 Age Range 12-15 Age Range 16-17

w

Age Range 0-4

The villages of Crianlarich, Gartmore, Kilmun / Blairmore / Strone,
Lochearnhead and Luss, Strathyre, Tarbet and Tyndrum do not
contain facilities for children aged 12 - 17.



Play Accessibility

Accessibility of the play opportunities can be considered by applying
an accessibility standard is an amount of a particular type of open
space within a specified distance, i.e. a distance threshold.

Play Accessibility Standard
Provision of accessible play space (walking distance from dwellings):

* Neighbourhood Equipped Area for Play within 800m*
* Local Equipped Area for Play within 400m*

* Local Area for Play within 240m* * Straight line distance

Play Accessibility mapping has been applied to the larger settlements,
including Balloch, Arrochar / Succoth /Tarbet and Callander.

Balloch is the main centre of population and has a range of play
spaces, with all residential areas within easy access to a range of play
spaces, catering for all ages. Callander contains 3 equipped play
spaces, but facilities for children over the age of 11 is limited to
Callander Recreation Ground. However, a future upgrade of the
Meadows area will improve access to play facilities for children of all
ages. The village of Arrochar contains an equipped play space for
children between the ages 0 - 15, which is within easy access of the
residential areas. However, the village of Succoth does not contain
any equipped play facilities and the Arrochar play area is around
1.5km away. There may be opportunity to provide

Refer to the following section for the mapped assessment for the
larger settlements.

Play Sufficiency Assessment

-
H
5

St Fillans -

Key Findings - Accessible Play Spaces

With regards to accessibility of play spaces for people with disabilities
and limited mobility, the PSA has included observations for 32No. play
areas and identifies path access and repair / barriers / specialist
equipment etc. to ensure safe and ease of access by most. 14 of LLTNP
play spaces include some inclusive equipment, though no one site is
fully accessible. Both towns and all the larger villages have sites with
some all abilities equipment, apart from Tarbet.

Towns and Villages with All Abilities Play Equipment

Town

Villages

Strathyre -
Drymen -
Gartmore -
Tarbet
Killin -

Balloch

Callander

Aberfoyle

Lochgoilhead -
Arrochar/Succoth -

Callander & Strathearn Cowal EastLoch LStrathard & Trossachs West Loch Lomond Strathfillan
& GD

The Children’s Play Policy Forum and UK Play Safety Forum Joint
Position Statement acknowledges that capital and revenue budgets for
the provision of play facilities are limited, and there is no expectation
that all play spaces be fully accessible and fully inclusive. Provision of
future play areas and play space upgrades will ensure that play spaces:

* Minimise physical barriers to participation including, entrances,
movement around the space, ease of access to play equipment,
types of surfaces used, width of gates and paths, steepness of
inclines, location and access to and from the site.

* Have good physical accessibility in terms of safety from vehicular
traffic, access conditions etc.
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Play Accessibility in Balloch

The town of Balloch contains 7 equipped
play spaces, distributed around the
residential areas and within the extensive
parkland landscape of Balloch Castle Country
Park. There are also a number of natural
play spaces, with access paths to and around
them.

All residential areas are within easy access to
a range of play spaces, catering for all ages.

0@' . Destination Play Space (800m
L) I .
b & walking catchment*)
Located at tourist hubs

4
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.®: NEAP (800m walking catchment*)
&% Neighbourhood Equipped Area for Play

@‘ LEAP (400m walking catchment*)
» Local Equipped Area for Play
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Play Accessibility in Callander

N The town of Callander contains 3 equipped
: play spaces, located at the Meadows, near

5 Roman Camp and at Claish South. There are
) also a number of natural play spaces,

; including The Crags, Roman Camp and the

g playing fields beside the primary school.
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[ The residential areas to the east and west of
the town centre are within easy access to
equipped play spaces for children between
the ages 0 - 11. However, the central part of
the town (Ancaster Square and Glenartney
Road) are not within easy distance of the
ISP play areas. Facilities for children over the

Ao,
*¢The Loch Lamond ic limi
S i m::‘:ch;\\ age of 11 is limited to Callander Rec Ground.
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Play Accessibility in Arrochar / Succoth

, The village of Arrochar contains an equipped
’ play space for children between the ages O -
y

15, which is within easy access of the
residential areas. However, the village of
Succoth does not contain any equipped play
. g facilities and the Arrochar play area is
< 4 2 4 around 1.5km away. The village contains a
playing field, which will provide some
opportunity for sport and informal play.
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There are a number of natural play spaces,
with access paths to and around them.
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Opportunities for Play

The Play Space Audit has been used to inform the recommendations
and will inform area-based working, prioritisation and planning.

Action Plan identifies the open spaces needing upgrades through a
combined analysis of the following:

* Quality analysis — site visits and quality scoring across a wide range
of types of play spaces that identify particularly poor quality sites

* Quantity analysis — an overall look at the quantity of open space
provision to identify areas that significantly fall below the quantity
standard. It can be difficult to create new open space, but sites can
be identified for upgrading to address quality issues / add function
to existing sites

¢ Accessibility analysis — mapping according to an agreed set of
standards that identifies any residential areas without good access
to the various types of play space

Recommendations for formal / equipped play area improvements
have been identified, providing a strategic basis for decision making in
the National Park. The actions listed in the recommendations table
aim to continue to maintain the equipped play areas to ensure that
they remain fit for purpose.

The following table includes a list of priority projects for play space.

Play Sufficiency Assessment

Visitors to the National Park

While specific statistics on the number of children visiting the National
Park and its play areas are not readily available, the Park as a whole
attracts over 4 million visitors each year and, according to the 2019/20
Visitor Survey, 13% of visitors reported having children under 18 years
old in their party. This was a decrease compared to the 2015/16
survey, when 31% of respondents reported children in their group.

The play needs of residents and visitors must be acknowledged to
ensure that spaces are accessible, sustainable, and enjoyable for all
users. Without this consideration, play areas may become
overcrowded, underused, or unsuitable for both local children and
visiting families.

{e.g: natural play)
Play facilities for toddlers & teens

core path

Visitor Centre.
Commercial opportunity

Improvements to
signage & prominence

access and
connection to viewing areas

* community uses
* commercial opportunities
« Setting for village arrival, orientation
point and access point to village store
« Drinking water fountain location

Car park |andscape buffer zone &

* Increased tollet provision &
improvements

Village connection
Enhancements to Murray Pl to support
footfall & village access

improved public reaim at connection /
arientation point / connection to village

Extract from the West Loch Lomond Strategic Tourism Infrastructure Development 2022
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Action Plan

Locality Settlement No. Equipped Play
Areas
Callander & Callander 3
Strathearn
Lochearnhead 1
St Fillans 1
Strathyre 1
Balquhidder 0
Cowal Kilmun/ Blairmore/ 1
Strone
Lochgoilhead 1
Ardintinny 0
East Loch Balmaha 1
Lomond
Buchanan Smithy 1
Drymen 2
Milton of Buchanan 1
Croftamie 1

Play Sufficiency Assessment

Proposed Action

Improve the accessibility to Callander Rec Ground, along with improvements to the path
network around Roman Camp and to the town centre. Prepare a masterplan for the
Meadows, including an all ages / abilities Destination Play Area for local children and
visitors. Develop a community open space at the school playing fields, with enhanced
access to the town centre and the new Claish Farm / Churchfields housing sites. Ensure
that all play / open spaces are linked by a network of high quality paths.

Upgrade the play area to provide a range of play zones, connecting paths and an
attractive landscaped area to provide seating for use by the wider community.

Ongoing maintenance of the play area to ensure it is fit for purpose. Consider extending
the facilities for older children / teens.

Upgrade Civic Square play area, along with wider open space improvements. Provide
youth facility e.g. bike / skate board park / seating at Rec Ground (IP37). Improve
connectivity of the open spaces in the village.

Consider provision of a natural play space in an appropriate open space location.

Upgrade the play area at Graham's Point (EP19) to provide formal and informal play
opportunities for use by residents in all 3 villages. Explore the opportunity to provide
some informal play and equipped play at Blairmore Hall, as part of the tourist offer of the
village.

Ongoing maintenance of the play area to ensure it is fit for purpose.

Explore providing a natural play trail for younger children and sculptural seating in the
Swedish Houses open space, to encourage exploration of the shoreline and use of the
path route.

Landscape improvements at the visitor centre should include elements of natural play in
the design, providing visitor play opportunities between the Conic Hill gateway and the
visitor centre setting. Complete the cycle path between Drymen and Balmaha.

Review the use of this door-step play space and enhance the open space for use by the
local residents.

Provide adventure play for older children on Drymen Playing Fields (IP22). Upgrade
Ardmore Gardens as a neighbourhood garden and play space. Complete cycle path
between Drymen and Balmaha.

Ongoing maintenance of the play area to ensure it is fit for purpose.

Provide a children’s play facility in a suitable central local open space. Improve the
walking cycling route between Croftamie and Drymen.

Timescale**/
Priority
Short

Medium

Long

Medium

Long

Medium

Long

Long / medium

Long

Long

Medium

Long

Long



Action Plan

Locality Settlement No. Equipped Play Proposed Action Timescale**/

Areas Priority
Strathard & the Aberfoyle 2 Provide woodland adventure play facilities, for public access, in the wooded areas at the Medium
Trossachs Queen Elizabeth Forest Park Visitor Centre. Repair / upgrade the Old Kirk Loan Play Area

to ensure it is fit for purpose. Extend the opportunity for more challenging play in the
Aberfoyle Wildlife Site.

Gartmore 1 Provide sports facilities and facilities for older children and teenagers at the football Long
grounds (IP24).
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Kinlochard 1 Ongoing maintenance of the play area to ensure it is fit for purpose. Provide facilities for Long
older children in Kinlochard Side Field (IP27)
Strathfillan & Crianlarich 1 Upgrade play area and adjacent open space / community woodland entrance. Extend Short
Glen Dochart provision for young people either on play site or riverside site. Plans should be developed
in consultation with the local community.
Killin 1 Consider installing equipment for older children and teens in Breadalbane Park. Medium to long
Tyndrum 1 Upgrade Tyndrum Play Area, including activities for older children, along with wider open Short

space improvements for local children and visitors to the village.

West Loch Arrochar / Succoth 1 Develop a masterplan for Arrochar Play Area (EPO3) to provide a range of play zones for Medium
Lomond all ages and abilities, in association with any new planned developments. Extend the use

of Arrochar Sports Field (IP07) to provide a better pitch / sports facility, activities for older

children and teenagers. Provide new play area in Glen Loinn Playing fields, for a range of

ages - delivered in association with new housing developments.

Balloch 7 Replace facilities for older children / teens at North Moss O'Balloch (EP06). Proposed Medium
Mountain Bike Trails will add to the offer for older children. Lomond Shores play offer
should be extended to provide a range of equipped and natural play opportunities, in
EP04 and Drumkinnon Bay. Potential visitor play facilities at Duck Bay, delivering all age
adventure / natural play areas in both north and south sites.

Gartocharn 1 Ongoing maintenance of the play area to ensure it is fit for purpose. Medium

Luss 1 Ongoing maintenance of the play area to ensure it is fit for purpose. Consider extending Long
the facilities for older children / teens in the adjacent Village Green.

Tarbet 1 Prepare a masterplan for the playing field, including an all ages / abilities play area, Short
improved landscape features / seating and safe A82 crossing. Potential visitor play
facilities at the visitor centre, delivering all age adventure / natural play opportunities.

** Timescales: Short (1-2 years) Medium (3-4 years) Long (5-6 years)

Play Sufficiency Assessment
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Play Sufficiency Assessment Summary

Level /
Ownership / Play Area frequency of Date of All Abilities Quality Priority for
Site ID Site Name Location Council Area Management Typology Age Range use Installation Equipment | Score (%) Action Timescale
EPO1 [Main Street Play Area Aberfoyle Stirling Stirling Council NEAP 0-4, 5-11, 12-15, High Some older 1 piece 85 Medium Long
(including 16-17 pieces of play | (hammock)
EP02 |Old Kirk Loan Play Area  |Aberfoyle Stirling Stirling Council LEAP 0-4,5-12 Medium Some time ago 1 piece 65 Medium Medium
EPO3 |Arrochar Play Area Arrochar Argyll & Bute Argyll & Bute NEAP 0-4,5-11, 12-15 Medium Some older 1 piece 62 Medium / High Medium
Council pieces of play
EP04 (Loch Lomond Shores Balloch West Private - Kemble LEAP 0-4,5-11 High Recently 1 piece 68 Medium / Low Medium
Dunbartonshire Business Park
EPO5 |[Balloch Country Park (by |Balloch West Glasgow City NEAP / 0-4,5-11, 12-15 High Recently 1 piece 85 Low Long
the castle) Dunbartonshire  |Council but on Destination
EPO06 |(Balloch Country Park Balloch West Glasgow City NEAP / 12-15, 16-17 Medium Some time ago No 53 High Short
(north Moss O'Balloch) Dunbartonshire  |Council but on Facilities
EPO7 |Moss O’Balloch Balloch West West NEAP / 0-4,5-11 High Recently 2 pieces 88 Low Long
Dunbartonshire  |Dunbartonshire  |Destination
EP32 [Clairinsh 1 Balloch West Private LAP 0-4 Low Recently No 56 Low Long
Dunbartonshire
EP33 [Clairinsh 2 Balloch West Private LAP 0-4 Low Recently No 56 Low Long
Dunbartonshire
EP34 |Ledrish Avenue Balloch West Unknown LEAP 0-4,5-11 Medium Recently 1 piece 71 Low Long
Dunbartonshire
EP08 [Balmaha Playscape Balmaha Stirling Stirling Council LAP 0-4,5-11 High Some time ago No 56 High Short
(also small plot
EP29 [Buchanan Smithy Buchanan Smith| Stirling Stirling Council LAP 0-4 Low Some time ago No 41 Low Long
EP09 [Callander Rec Ground Callander Stirling Stirling Council NEAP 0-4, 5-11, 12-15, High Recently 6 pieces 71 Medium Long
16-17
EP10 [Callander Meadows Callander Stirling Stirling Council LEAP 0-4,5-11 High Some time ago No 62 High Short
EP11 [Claish South Callander Callander Stirling Rural Stirling LEAP 0-4,5-11 Medium Recently No 68 Low Long
Housing
EP12 |Crianlarich Play Area Crianlarich Stirling Stirling Council LEAP 0-4,5-11 Low Some time ago No 41 High Short
EP13 |Croftamie Nursery Croftamie Stirling Stirling Council n/a 0-4 High Fairly recently No no score as Low Long
appears not
to be publicly
accessible
EP14 |Charles Crescent Park Drymen Stirling Stirling Council LEAP 0-4, 5-11, 12-15 High Fairly recently 2 pieces 74 Low Long
EP15 |Rear of Ardmore Gardens |Drymen Stirling Stirling Council LAP 0-4 Low Some time ago No 35 Medium Medium
EP16 |Gartmore Play Area Gartmore Stirling Stirling Council LEAP 0-4,5-11 Medium Recently 2 pieces 82 Low Long

Play Sufficiency Assessment
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Play Sufficiency Assessment Summary

Level /
Ownership / Play Area frequency of Date of All Abilities Quality Priority for
Site ID Site Name Location Council Area Management Typology Age Range use Installation Equipment | Score (%) Action Timescale
EP17 |Gartocharn Rec Ground |Gartocharn West West NEAP 0-4, 5-11, 12-15 Medium Mixed range of No 71 Medium Long
Dunbartonshire Dunbartonshire ages
EP18 |Breadalbane Rec Ground |Killin Stirling Stirling Council NEAP 0-4, 5-11, 12-15, High Recently 3 pieces 85 Medium Long
16-17
EP19 |[Graham's Point Kilmun Argyll & Bute Argyll Community LEAP 0-4, 5-11 Medium Some time ago No 65 Medium Medium
Housing
EP20 |[Kinlochard Play Area Kinlochard Stirling Stirling Council LEAP 0-4,5-11 Medium Fairly recently No 62 Low Long
EP21 |[Vorlich Road Play Area Lochearnhead |Stirling Stirling Council LEAP 0-4, 5-11 Medium Fairly recently No 59 Medium Medium
EP31 |[Lochgoilhead Arboretum |Lochgoilhead |Argyll & Bute FLS LEAP 0-4,5-11, 12-15 High Recently 2 pieces 82 Low Long
EP23 |Luss Play Area Luss Argyll & Bute Luss Estates LEAP 0-4,5-11 High Recently 2 pieces 88 Low Long
EP24 |Milton of Buchanan Play |Milton of Buchar|Stirling Stirling Council LEAP (but 0-4,5-11 Low Mixed range of No 56 Low Long
Area only 2 ages
EP30 [StFillan's Woodland and |St Fillans Perth & Kinross  |Perth & Kinross NEAP 0-4, 5-11, 12-15 Medium Fairly recently 3 pieces 85 Medium Long
Field Council
EP25 |Strathyre Civic Square Strathyre Stirling Stirling Council LEAP 0-4,5-11 High Fairly recently 1 piece 74 Medium Medium
EP27 |Tarbet Playing field Tarbet Argyll & Bute Argyll & Bute LEAP 0-4,5-11 Medium Fairly recently No 62 High Medium
Council (may be
EP28 |Tyndrum Play Area Tyndrum Stirling Stirling Council LEAP 0-4,5-11, 12-15 Medium Fairly recently No 59 High Short
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