	
	
	



LLTAF Update: November 2026

STRATEGIC UPDATES

Proposed Scottish Paths Fund
As reported at the last meeting, both the SNP and Scottish Greens included a commitment in their election manifestos for a Scottish Paths Fund. We contributed to an emerging position paper being developed by SORA which is intended to assist the Scottish Government in developing and delivering this proposal. Unfortunately, there was no mention of a Paths Fund in the Programme for Government 2026-2031 announced on 1 September 2026.

Developing Mountain Biking in Scotland (DMBinS)
DMBinS officially launch their Strategy for Mountain Biking in Scotland 2026 – 2036 today at the Scottish Mountain Bike Conference - Scottish MTB Conference 2026 - The Programme – DMBinS (tickets still available). The NPA submitted a response and are hoping to arrange a meeting with Graeme MacLean, head of DMBinS, to explore opportunities for collaborative working.

Sustainable Travel
We are continuing to work with partners and stakeholders to scope out transport improvements in East Loch Lomond which was identified as a priority location within the Sustainable Transport Options Appraisal and Modal Shift Report. The transport work is at an early scoping stage, with information being gathered on bus and water travel, public car park operations and a potential mobility hub (including park and ride). Further development requires commitment from transport partners and landowners before further engagement takes place.

Through the Landscape Connections programme, we have commissioned a study to look at the viability of water transport within the National Park. The study will look into the role of water transport and assess opportunities for water buses and water taxis to connect key locations, complement existing leisure cruise operations, integrate with rail, bus, active travel and shared mobility options, and support reduced car dependency. It will identify viable routes, operating models, infrastructure requirements, costs, risks and delivery mechanisms, resulting in a practical phased implementation plan for future water transport provision.

With support from SPT, we are in the process of scoping out a shuttle bus pilot within the Argyll and Bute area of the National Park for the 2027 peak season, replicating the successful Trossachs Explorer model. The pilot is primarily being developed following long-standing ambitions and priorities expressed by communities for better connections between transport interchanges, areas of employment, visitor destinations, and accommodation providers

West Highland Way Trust
James Allan has started as Director, having previously led RYA Scotland, the national governing body for sailing and boating. The Fundraising & Membership Manager post has been readvertised with 26 October the closing date for applications.

Camping Management Byelaw Review 
Now that the public consultation has come to an end, the project team have spent time analysing this feedback to help to finalise the draft byelaws to submit to Scottish Government Ministers. These byelaws will be accompanied by a report that will first be scrutinised by the NPA Board members on the 7th of December with papers being published on the 25th of November. 

After any changes are made, the byelaws are submitted to Scottish Government Ministers being published and made available for additional comment for a period of 4 weeks. The Scottish Government can approve the byelaws, not approve them or ask for amendments, but we think this unlikely due to the through process they have been through and would expect them to be agreed some time in 2027. 

Our current byelaws will still be enforceable next year with the new ones expected to come into force on the 1st of March 2028. Next year the NPA will be preparing for the implementation and part of that will involve visitor messaging and we would welcome the LAFs thoughts on this work as it progresses.

National Visitor Management Framework
This partnership is continuing through a structure of steering Group (VisitScotland chaired), Co-ordination Group (NatureScot chaired) and working groups on Communications, Enforcement, Data & Digital, Sustainable Transport and Motorhomes & Campervans. The group are working on a collective business case around a step change in Visitor Management investment and the wide benefits of such preventative spend.

Natural Environment (Scotland) Act 2026
The CEO update within the September NPA Board Papers provides a useful update on this change alongside updates on wider Public Service Reform work. Certain sections of the natural Environment (Scotland) Act 2026 came into force on October 26th. Further details of the provisions commenced by these Regulations can be found at www.legislation.gov.uk. 

Members should particularly note that Sections 3 to 10 specifically amend the National Parks (Scotland) Act 2000. The changes to Section 1 “Park Aims” make some minor textual changes to the 4 aims and also place a new duty on other devolved public bodies operating in the National Park to have regard to the aims. There is also a new subsection (2) which clarifies topics covered by the aims.

The changes to Section 8 place a Duty to facilitate implementation of National Park Plans on relevant public bodies operating in the National Park and we will pick this up in our NPPP engagement work.

While the amended Act now has an enabling power (Section 10) to allow National Park Authorities to use Fixed Penalty Notices for certain byelaw breaches, there is still a secondary legislation process to go through which will set out the detail which will be developed in the coming year.


AREA REPORTS
West Loch Lomond, Breadalbane and Cowal

Work by other bodies affecting access:

Dunoon – Loch Long overhead power line
Additional work on the lattice tower foundations is ongoing and nearing completion - SSE will remove the temporary vehicle access tracks and resurface / improve parts of the Three Lochs Way core path as they vacate the area. Access rights on the path and core path network remain largely unaffected. 

Upholding Access Rights:

Drumkinnon Bay
The NPA Access and Legal teams have discussed the case with Loch Lomond Shores site management. We agreed that public access rights exist on the beach at Drumkinnon Bay – irrespective of commercial operators also using the area and this message will be conveyed to all parties involved.
 
Strone High Road core path
The dangerous building notice remains in place, with Argyll & Bute Council and NPA Planning continuing to try and find a solution with the landowner. The short, adjacent NPA core path diversion continues to support modest use.

Luss Glebe / games field
The NPA has received two separate complaints about access rights being restricted by locked gates in the area. In conjunction with the removal of the Luss Glebe footbridge, pedestrian public access is now restricted on a reasonably large part of S Luss and Loch Lomond shoreline (shaded area below). The NPA is investigating the situation and has contacted the landowner.
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Luss foreshore core path
Argyll & Bute Council continue to monitor conditions at the collapsed lochshore wall / core path. Unfortunately, repair work is not currently timetabled.
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 Luss core path

Craignavie forest, Killin - locked gate
The NPA recently received a complaint about a locked gate (see red pin location below) preventing public access on the forest road. The NPA is investigating the issue.
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Killin riverside
Following reports of an area being fenced off, the NPA visited the site recently to assess the situation. The images below illustrate the scale of the new fence, non-compliant 
signage and a riverside area which is no longer accessible. The NPA will contact the landowner and investigate further.
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East Loch Lomond and the Trossachs

Upholding Access Rights:

Borland Hill path, Gartmore
The three core path gates reported as being tied up at the last LAF meeting remain tied, following a further site visit on 22 October. All three gates are tied up because the landowner claims one of the gates was left open and this created problems with his livestock management. There has been no further correspondence with the landowner since the last meeting. 

Tigh nan Craobh
We have agreed a practical solution for the landowner to move the fence back (distance agreed and to be validated at a site visit once complete) to allow access rights to continue on the defined path. Fencing materials were supplied in September and construction is underway.

Mid Gartocharn Farm
In July we received a report of a misleading sign on the core path called Church Lane that leaves Gartocharn by the Millennium Hall and proceeds in an easterly direction to the Aber Mill/ Ross Priory minor road. It is a track and at the eastern end forms the access to the property Mid Gartocharn Farm, although it is no longer an operational farm. The sign states the track is a private road for farm access only. The driveway features and gates in the photo were installed earlier this year.

We contacted the owners in August. They say the sign has been up a long time, that they were not aware that access rights applied and had never heard of core paths. They also said the track was blocked at the eastern end when they bought the property in 2010 but Google Streetview pictures from 2009 show that was not the case. He did agree to take the sign down but on a site visit of 22 October it was still there. We are trying to contact the owner again.
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Gartmore
We received a complaint last month from Gartmore Community Council about a new fence obstructing access and an informal but well used path around a small area of plantation woodland (currently felled and awaiting re-stocking). The fence is deer height with a padlocked gate and it cuts across the previous two access points. We have contacted Gartmore House to find out what their plans are as they have proposed a new path in this area as part of a wider development. 






Access Infrastructure Projects

Killin to Loch Tay Path Renovation
See accompanying paper.

West Highland Way Improvements: 
1. Burn of Mar to Conic Hill East
All works are now complete including the snagging issues previously reported. The practical completion certificate was issued on 24 September and the 12 months defects period began on that date. The photos below show the aggregate path and stone step risers.
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2. ELL Infrastructure
The preparatory stages to replace 1) Ardleish bridge 2) a large rock-step wooden ladder and 3) repair Pollochro bridge in East Loch Lomond continue to take place. The NPA is aiming to replace Ardleish bridge and the rock-step ladder this financial year, with Pollochro being monitored until repairs can be scheduled next year.
In addition, the NPA also recently repaired a small wooden footbridge at Critreoch, near Balmaha.

Aber Path
We have been made aware that the Aber Path improvement works have been all been completed. There was a planning condition that the road planings set down as a supposed temporary path in January this year without planning consent were to be removed to allow for the full path construction to go ahead. We are not clear whether this condition was complied with and will carry out a site visit with our Planners to investigate.

Lochearnhead Railway Path (LERP)
Funding of £465,320 has been secured to complete Phase 7 of the LERP, from Lochearnhead to Glen Beich. This funding comprises £200,000 from the NPA and £265,320 from the Walk Wheel Cycle Trust (WWCT). The construction tender is out now with the deadline for submissions the 12 November. It is hoped construction will begin in the first week of December. 



Access & Recreation Team, November 2026
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